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House of Representatives

Pursuant to section 2 of House Reso-
lution 479, 112th Congress, the House
met at 2 p.m. and was called to order
by the Speaker.

————

NOTICE OF REASSEMBLY

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the text of the formal notification sent
to Members on Thursday, December 27,
2012, of the reassembly of the House.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 27, 2012.

DEAR COLLEAGUE: Pursuant to section 2 of
House Resolution 479, and after consultation
with the Minority Leader of the House, I
have determined that the public interest re-
quires that the House reassemble at 2:00 PM
on Sunday, December 30, 2012. Further an-
nouncements will be provided by the Major-
ity Leader’s office.

Thank you for your attention to this ur-
gent matter.

Sincerely,
JOHN A. BOEHNER.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

The year, and the 112th Congress near
completion, yet the work to be done re-
mains. Bless the Members who re-
gather in these waning days with wis-
dom, magnanimity, and a shared desire
to serve our Nation at a pivotal time
for us all.

Bless the efforts of all who have la-
bored during these days to forge solu-
tions to considerable problems facing
our Nation.

In the end, may we continue to trust
that You would not abandon those who
put their trust in You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

PULSE OF TEXAS—MIKE: “CANNOT
HAVE COOKIES WITHOUT THE
MILK”

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
“Can’t have cookies without the milk.
Tax reform and spending cuts, not one
without the other.” That was a com-
ment on my Facebook page from Mike
in Texas.

The American people get it. Why
doesn’t the government? Because
Washington is addicted to spending
somebody else’s money. The House has
already passed two bills that would
avert the fiscal cliff, but as usual, the
Senate is missing in action.

In August, we passed a bipartisan
bill, an extension of current tax rates
for all Americans through the end of
2013. Then, the week before Christmas,
the House again passed legislation to
avoid defense sequestration by cutting
spending. But as usual, both bills lie in
the graveyard of the Senate, where
good bills go to die.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for the Senate
and Senator REID to man up, consider
these bills, and get serious about the
root of the problem: spending. We got
here by spending too much, not taxing
too little.

And that’s just the way it is.

AS IT WAS FOR THE ANASAZI, SO
COULD IT BE FOR AMERICA

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. The Anasazi were Na-
tive Americans whose culture dated
back 2,000 years. They were the cliff
dwellers who built into the sheer walls
of canyons extraordinary places to live.
Yet, in 1300 A.D., these cliff dwellers,
these great architects of culture and
civilization, mysteriously disappeared.

The people of this great Nation, the
United States of America, are dwelling
on real cliffs of fiscal insecurity: the
cliffs of joblessness and low wages; the
cliffs of mortgage foreclosure, home-
lessness; the cliffs of retirement inse-
curity; the cliffs of small business fail-
ure and investor uncertainty; the cliffs
of violence at home and war abroad.

At a time when the government
should be demonstrating its capacity
to meet the practical aspirations of the
American people for jobs, education,
health care, and retirement security,
the government instead would have
America dwell at the edge of a fiscal
cliff in a manufactured crisis to manu-
facture consent for a deal that would
otherwise be unacceptable.

Leaders of both parties would do well
to remember that the original cliff
dwellers, as great as they were, dis-
appeared.
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DEFICIT CRISIS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, our
country is facing a crisis. I'm not talk-
ing about the made-for-TV crisis that’s
going on right now over the fiscal cliff.
I'm talking about the deficit.

The national debt now stands at $16
trillion. At the end of this President’s
next term it will be close to $22 tril-
lion. Both parties bear the blame for
this. Both branches of the legislative
branch bear the responsibility, mul-
tiple administrations. And just as ev-
eryone was involved in the creation of
this problem, we need all hands on
deck for a solution. But unfortunately,
it doesn’t seem to be so.

Mr. Speaker, growth is critical. The
last quarter of this year likely will see
growth at 1.2 to 1.3 percent. That’s not
going to cut it. As long as we continue
to push a tax policy that punishes suc-
cess rather than provides for a pro-
growth strategy, we will never grow
our way out of this problem.

And then on the spending side, when
are we going to have the open congres-
sional hearings where we focus on the
waste, the favoritism, the duplication
that occurs in our Federal agencies?
It’s far past time for us to focus on
those areas and allow the public in and
allow the public to see how their
money is being spent.

Failure to act on the deficit will like-
ly rend the very fabric of our Republic.
I, for one, do not want to see that hap-
pen.

——

FISCAL CLIFF

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Recent reports have
said this Congress is the most unpro-
ductive in modern times. Those studies
compare the number of rollcall votes
and bills passed to previous sessions.
But the most important comparison is
whether each Congress rose to the
challenges they faced and were able to
do big things on behalf of their con-
stituents and the country. By that
measure, there truly is no comparison.

Whether or not you supported the ac-
tions of previous Congresses, there can
be no doubt that those congressional
leaders took bold and decisive action
to address crises both imminent and
still to come. Unfortunately, the same
cannot be said—yet—for this Congress,
which has to this point failed to ad-
dress a fiscal cliff that could easily be
avoided before the clock strikes mid-
night tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, there is still time to
change the way history will judge the
action—or inaction—of this Congress.
With crisis comes opportunity. We still
have time to finish the job, so let’s not
squander this opportunity to remove
this Congress from the ranks of the
most infamous in history.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

A TRIBUTE TO A GREAT
AMERICAN, MIKE COATS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
wearing my space shuttle tie to honor
my hero, my friend, Mike Coats. To-
morrow, Mike is retiring as Director of
the Johnson Space Center of Houston.

Mike and I have a few things in com-
mon. We both are naval aviators who
love Coach Bill Krueger and Clear Lake
High School basketball. But Mike has
done things I only dream of. He logged
over 463 hours in space on three space
shuttle missions. Most importantly, he
fought to keep the Johnson Space Cen-
ter the home of U.S. dominance in
human spaceflight despite the retire-
ment of the space shuttle and the can-
cellation of the Constellation program.
When I grow up, I want to be Mike
Coats.

Bravo Zulu, Mike. May you, Diane,
your daughter, your son, and those two
beautiful granddaughters, those twins,
always have fair winds and following
seas.

————
0 1410

WE NEED A SHARED CONCERN
FOR AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Thank
you for these words. I share a desire to
serve the Nation in this pivotal time.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is enormously
important that, as Starbucks said, we
‘“‘come together.” And we can do so. We
can do it in a rationality that takes a
simple analysis. A simple analysis says
that if I like a bag of potato chips,
that’s a luxury item, I can run in and
get it. I don’t have to think about it.
Its cost is manageable. If I want to go
in and get a high-end Cadillac, I'll
think about it for a couple of days.

That should be the thought process
for this fiscal cliff. Pass the $250,000
that will give 99 percent of Americans
a tax break. Protect those who are un-
employed who have worked and provide
for their unemployment insurance.
Protect those with the AMT—30 mil-
lion taxpayers will fall over the cliff if
we don’t fix that, 222,000 Texans. And
then if we have to deal with looking at
how we address the question of reform-
ing those benefits of Americans who
work like Medicare and Social Secu-
rity, we can do so. But I join the
AARP, I join senior citizens: Leave So-
cial Security alone. The changed CPI
will not work, and that is not a time to
deal with it in these waning hours.

We, Republicans, created this quag-
mire with the sequestration. We need
to go and be able to address the imme-
diacy. Get your bag of potato chips, cut
the taxes for 99 percent of the Amer-
ican people and protect the unem-
ployed.
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We can do this. We don’t have to go
over the fiscal cliff. A shared concern
for America, that’s what we need
today.

————————

MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Ms. MCcCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this
Republican-controlled House has less
than 36 hours to pass an extension of
middle class tax cuts. Count me in as a
““yes’’ vote right now to protect 98 per-
cent of taxpayers from a tax increase.
There should be bipartisan support to
protect middle class families from
higher taxes as our economy recovers.

So I sincerely hope that this Repub-
lican House is not so broken, so dys-
functional, and so out of touch with
the real lives of Americans that the
majority simply refuses to stand with
Democrats to immediately pass an ex-
tension of the middle class tax cuts.

Yes, the top negotiations on other
fiscal cliff issues must continue, but,
Mr. Speaker, do not deny this Congress
the opportunity to vote on a clean bill
protecting middle class Americans.
Let’s start the new year by passing a
commonsense, bipartisan extension of
the middle class tax cuts and show
America that Congress still works.

———

INFRASTRUCTURE SPENDING

(Mr. CURSON of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CURSON of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, more than 12 million Americans are
still searching for work. The fiscal cliff
and deficit reduction are important for
our Nation’s economic health in the
long term, but we need to remember in
the short term, we need job creation to
get the economy moving again. We can
do that by investing in our Nation’s in-
frastructure.

By investing in our infrastructure,
we put people to work and create rev-
enue immediately. More people work-
ing lessens the strain on unemploy-
ment and family assistance programs
and generates more employed persons
paying taxes. Putting people back to
work is a deficit-reduction plan.

The U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation estimates that $1 billion in high-
way investments can create nearly
28,000 well-paying construction jobs.
Because infrastructure investment is
not only a huge boost to the economy,
it’s critically needed. Historically, the
issue has had bipartisan support be-
cause it’s so critically important. If
you need to get to the other side of a
bridge, it doesn’t matter if you're a Re-
publican or a Democrat, you need to
get to the other side.

Now is the time for America to in-
vest in maintaining and upgrading our
infrastructure. Let’s put America back
to work.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARRIS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 28, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 28, 2012 at 10:45 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 5949.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 28, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 28, 2012 at 9:50 a.m.:

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 2338.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 3892.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 3869.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 4389.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6260.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6379.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6587.

That the Senate passed S. 3667.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 30, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the U.S. House of Representatives, the Clerk
received the following message from the Sec-
retary of the Senate on December 30, 2012 at
1:00 p.m.

That the Senate passed S. 3454.

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R.1.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 1464.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6014.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6620.

That the Senate passed with amendment
H.R. 6621.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 15 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

0 1630
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 4 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

IMPROVING TRANSPARENCY OF
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR
VETERANS ACT OF 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendment to the bill
(H.R. 4057) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to develop a com-
prehensive policy to improve outreach
and transparency to veterans and
members of the Armed Forces through
the provision of information on institu-
tions of higher learning, and for other
purposes

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON PRO-

VIDING EDUCATION INFORMATION
TO VETERANS.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§3698. Comprehensive policy on providing
education information to veterans

“(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY REQUIRED.—The
Secretary shall develop a comprehensive policy
to improve outreach and transparency to vet-
erans and members of the Armed Forces through
the provision of information on institutions of
higher learning.
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““(b) ScorpE.—In developing the policy required
by subsection (a), the Secretary shall include
each of the following elements:

‘(1) Effective and efficient methods to inform
individuals of the educational and vocational
counseling provided under section 3697A of this
title.

““(2) A centralized mechanism for tracking and
publishing feedback from students and State ap-
proving agencies regarding the quality of in-
struction, recruiting practices, and post-gradua-
tion employment placement of institutions of
higher learning that—

“(A) allows institutions of higher learning to
verify feedback and address issues regarding
feedback before the feedback is published;

‘““(B) protects the privacy of students, includ-
ing by not publishing the names of students;
and

““(C) publishes only feedback that conforms
with criteria for relevancy that the Secretary
shall determine.

‘“(3) The merit of and the manner in which a
State approving agency shares with an accred-
iting agency or association recognized by the
Secretary of Education under subpart 2 of part
H of title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1099b) information regarding the
State approving agency’s evaluation of an insti-
tution of higher learning.

‘“(4) Description of the information provided
to individuals participating in the Transition
Assistance Program undeyr section 1144 of title 10
relating to institutions of higher learning.

““(5) Effective and efficient methods to provide
veterans and members of the Armed Forces with
information regarding postsecondary education
and training opportunities available to the vet-
eran or member.

““(c) POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION INFORMA-
TION.—(1) The Secretary shall ensure that the
information provided pursuant to subsection
(b)(5) includes—

‘“(A) an explanation of the different types of
accreditation available to educational institu-
tions and programs of education;

‘““(B) a description of Federal student aid pro-
grams; and

‘“(C) for each institution of higher learning,
for the most recent academic year for which in-
formation is available—

“(i) whether the institution is public, private
nonprofit, or proprietary for-profit;

““(ii) the name of the national or regional ac-
crediting agency that accredits the institution,
including the contact information used by the
agency to receive complaints from students;

““(iii) information on the State approving
agency, including the contact information used
by the agency to receive complaints from stu-
dents;

‘““(iv) whether the institution participates in
any programs under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.);

““(v) the tuition and fees;

“(vi) the median amount of debt from Federal
student loans under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.) held by
individuals upon completion of programs of edu-
cation at the institution of higher learning (as
determined from information collected by the
Secretary of Education);

““(vii) the cohort default rate, as defined in
section 435(m) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1085(m)), of the institution,

“‘(viii) the total enrollment, graduation rate,
and retention rate, as determined from informa-
tion collected by the Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System of the Secretary of Edu-
cation;

““(ix) whether the institution provides students
with technical support, academic support, and
other support services, including career coun-
seling and job placement; and

‘“(x) the information regarding the institu-
tion’s policies related to transfer of credit from
other institutions, as required under section
485(h)(1) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
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U.S.C. 1092(h)(1)) and provided to the Secretary
of Education under section 132(i)(1)(V)(iv) of
such Act (20 U.S.C. 1015a(i)(1)(V)(iv)).

““(2) To the extent practicable, the Secretary
shall provide the information described in para-
graph (1) by including hyperlinks on the Inter-
net website of the Department to other Internet
websites that contain such information, includ-
ing the Internet website of the Department of
Education, in a form that is comprehensive and
easily understood by veterans, members of the
Armed Forces, and other individuals.

“(3)(A) If the Secretary of Veterans Affairs re-
quires, for purposes of providing information
pursuant to subsection (b)(5), information that
has been reported, or information that is similar
to information that has been reported, by an in-
stitution of higher learning to the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of Labor, or the heads of other Federal
agencies under a provision of law other than
under this section, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall obtain the information the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs requires from the Secretary
or head with the information rather than the
institution of higher learning.

‘““(B) If the Secretary of Veterans Affairs re-
quires, for purposes of providing information
pursuant to subsection (b)(5), information from
an institution of higher learning that has not
been reported to another Federal agency, the
Secretary shall, to the degree practicable, obtain
such information through the Secretary of Edu-
cation.

‘“‘(d) CONSISTENCY WITH EXISTING EDUCATION
PoLicY.—In carrying out this section, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that—

‘(1) the comprehensive policy is consistent
with any requirements and initiatives resulting
from Executive Order No. 13607; and

““(2) the efforts of the Secretary to implement
the comprehensive policy do not duplicate the
efforts being taken by any Federal agencies.

“(e) COMMUNICATION WITH INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER LEARNING.—To the extent practicable, if
the Secretary considers it necessary to commu-
nicate with an institution of higher learning to
carry out the comprehensive policy required by
subsection (a), the Secretary shall carry out
such communication through the use of a com-
munication system of the Department of Edu-
cation.

““(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘““(1) The term ‘institution of higher learning’
has the meaning given that term in section
3452(f) of this title.

‘“(2) The term ‘postsecondary education and
training opportunities’ means any postsec-
ondary program of education, including appren-
ticeships and on-job training, for which the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs provides assistance to
a veteran or member of the Armed Forces.’’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding after the item relating to section
3697A the following new item:

“‘3698. Comprehensive policy on providing edu-
cation information to veterans.’’.

(b) SURVEY.—In developing the policy re-
quired by section 3698(a) of title 38, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall conduct a mar-
ket survey to determine the availability of the
following:

(1) A commercially available off-the-shelf on-
line tool that allows a veteran or member of the
Armed Forces to assess whether the veteran or
member is academically ready to engage in post-
secondary education and training opportunities
and whether the veteran or member would need
any remedial preparation before beginning such
opportunities.

(2) A commercially available off-the-shelf on-
line tool that provides a veteran or member of
the Armed Forces with a list of providers of
postsecondary education and training opportu-
nities based on criteria selected by the veteran
or member.

(c¢) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
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of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the appro-

priate committees of Congress a report that in-

cludes—

(1) a description of the policy developed by the
Secretary under section 3698(a) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a);

(2) a plan of the Secretary to implement such
policy; and

(3) the results of the survey conducted under
subsection (b), including whether the Secretary
plans to implement the tools described in such
subsection.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term ‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress’
means—

(A) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Education and the Workforce
of the House of Representatives.

(2) COMMERCIALLY  AVAILABLE OFF-THE-
SHELF.—The term ‘‘commercially available off-
the-shelf’’ has the meaning given that term in
section 104 of title 41, United States Code.

(3) POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES.—The term ‘‘postsecondary edu-
cation and training opportunities’ means any
postsecondary program of education, including
apprenticeships and on-job training, for which
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs provides as-
sistance to a veteran or member of the Armed
Forces.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN USES OF IN-
DUCEMENTS BY EDUCATIONAL IN-
STITUTIONS.

Section 3696 of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(d)(1) The Secretary shall not approve under
this chapter any course offered by an edu-
cational institution if the educational institu-
tion provides any commission, bonus, or other
incentive payment based directly or indirectly
on success in securing enrollments or financial
aid to any persons or entities engaged in any
student recruiting or admission activities or in
making decisions regarding the award of stu-
dent financial assistance.

“(2) To the degree practicable, the Secretary
shall carry out paragraph (1) in a manner that
is consistent with the Secretary of Education’s
enforcement of section 487(a)(20) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1094(a)(20)).”.
SEC. 3. DEDICATED POINTS OF CONTACT FOR

SCHOOL CERTIFYING OFFICIALS.

Section 3684 of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(d) Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this subsection, the Secretary
shall ensure that the Department provides per-
sonnel of educational institutions who are
charged with submitting reports or certifications
to the Secretary under this section with assist-
ance in preparing and submitting such reports
or certifications.”’.

SEC. 4. LIMITATION ON AWARDS AND BONUSES
TO EMPLOYEES OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

For fiscal year 2013, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs may not pay more than $395,000,000 in
awards or bonuses under chapter 45 or 53 of title
5, United States Code, or any other awards or
bonuses authorized under such title.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and
add any extraneous material that they
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may have on the Senate amendment to
H.R. 4057.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,

I yield myself such time as I might
consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Senate amendment
before us, H.R. 4057, is another bipar-
tisan and bicameral product of the
work of the House and the Senate Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs to im-
prove the effectiveness of GI Bill bene-
fits for our veterans.

I want to express my appreciation to
the Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity Chairman MARLIN STUTZMAN,
Ranking Member BRUCE BRALEY, and
our new committee ranking member,
MIKE MICHAUD, for working with us to
bring this amended bill to the House
floor today. I also want to thank the
chairman and ranking member of the
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, Senators MURRAY and BURR, for
their support of this legislation as well.

The Senate amendment responds to
concerns about how to ensure that vet-
erans make the best use of their hard-
earned GI Bill benefits. Now, I think
that by adding some very reasonable
transparency requirements to informa-
tion provided by schools we have met
those concerns really without overbur-
dening our colleges and universities
with needless government regulations.

The bill, as amended, has four major
sections. The first one reflects our vice
chairman of the full committee Mr.
BILIRAKIS’ original legislation, slightly
modified, which would improve the
ability of GI Bill users to choose the
school that best meets their own edu-
cational needs. These provisions will
help this generation of veterans make
informed choices about how to use
those educational benefits.

I appreciate the bipartisanship man-
ner in which our colleagues on both
sides of the aisle have worked to reach
an accord on the final provisions of
this section. I also want to thank the
veteran service organizations for their
assistance, especially the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, for they have been so
supportive of this particular section. I
also want to thank the higher edu-
cation associations for their support as
well.

Now, section 2 contains additional
provisions from the original bill that
will prohibit schools from paying or of-
fering any type of inducement to em-
ployees or students for recruiting vet-
erans. It would also require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
enforcement of this provision in a man-
ner that is consistent with the Higher

Education Act.

Section 3 would require VA to pro-
vide a point of contact dedicated to as-
sisting schools with questions about
VA education policy and processes.

The fourth section would limit the
total amount of bonuses or awards paid
to VA employees to $395 million total
in fiscal year 2013, which fully pays for
the provisions in the Senate amend-
ment.
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Finally, if properly implemented by
VA, and if the multitude of Federal,
State, and local agencies charged with
overseeing the education industry
properly enforce existing laws and reg-
ulations, there should be little need for
further legislation in this area.

Regardless, the House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs will continue to ag-
gressively monitor the implementation
of this legislation and the performance
of the entire education industry to en-
sure that these provisions achieve the
desired results.

I encourage all the Members of this
body to support the bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

First of all, I would like to thank the
chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee and the staff of both the major-
ity and the minority for their work in
putting these two bills together before
us today.

I rise today in support of this bill,
H.R. 4057, a bill requiring the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to develop a
policy to improve outreach and trans-
parency to veterans and members of
the Armed Forces through the provi-
sion of information on institutions of
higher learning, and for other purposes.

Mr. Speaker, our brave men and
women of this country put their lives
in harm’s way to ensure that our free-
dom is protected. Their actions are
without reservation or consideration to
what may become of their lives. We
must honor their service by ensuring
that they have the opportunity to pur-
sue the American Dream when they
come home. This includes making it af-
fordable for them to buy a home, pro-
tecting their employment while they
are deployed, and allowing them to
pursue a postsecondary education.

Our servicemembers are trained for
the worst when they are deployed,
ready to fight in combat, and, if nec-
essary, make the ultimate sacrifice.
But when they return home, the battle
to transition to civilian life can be dif-
ficult and frustrating. With the passage
of the post-9/11 GI Bill, which provided
generous education benefits, many vet-
erans and their dependents took this
opportunity to pursue a higher edu-
cation and a better life.

However, it is not enough to provide
a benefit if the veterans do not have
the proper information on the edu-
cational opportunities available to
them. They need the right tools at the
right time to help them determine
which school is the best one for them.
That is why I support strongly H.R.
4057.

This bill will provide our veterans
with the mnecessary information to
make an intelligent and informed deci-
sion when deciding to pursue a postsec-
ondary education or vocational train-
ing opportunity.

Education is a key factor for a suc-
cessful professional life, particularly
for servicemembers that may have
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some difficulty translating their mili-
tary skill to civilian employment. This
bill requires a collective effort from
agencies, institutions of higher learn-
ing, and Congress to help veterans suc-
ceed. Furthermore, this bill can help
ensure a better, well-trained workforce
for a more competitive America.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support of H.R. 4057, and I respectfully
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I'm now happy to yield as much time
as he might consume to the vice chair-
man of the full committee, Tarpon
Springs’ favorite son, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 4057,
the Improving Transparency of Edu-
cation Opportunities for Veterans Act,
as amended by the Senate. I'm truly
proud of my colleagues in both the
House and the Senate for putting aside
partisan differences and coming to-
gether to move this bill through both
Chambers in the best interests of our
true American heroes, our veterans.

As more and more servicemembers
are leaving Active Duty and use their
post-9/11 GI benefits, there is an in-
creased need for information to help
them choose institutions of higher
learning which maximize their benefits
and best meet their future career de-
mands.

My bill, as amended, requires the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to create
a comprehensive policy, which includes
informing veterans about their eligi-
bility for educational counseling, cre-
ating a centralized complaint database
on schools, requiring State-approving
agencies to better communicate with
accrediting agencies, establishing how
information will be presented in the
transition assistance program, and
identifying commercially off-the-shelf
available software to assist students in
choosing a school and evaluating their
readiness to attend postsecondary in-
stitutions.

I want to express my sincere appre-
ciation to my good friend, Chairman
JEFF MILLER, a fellow Floridian, and
also the ranking member, BOoB FILNER,
of course, Mr. MICHAUD, along with
Senators MURRAY and BURR, for mov-
ing this legislation through both
Chambers. I would like to thank also
Representative BRALEY, the veterans
service organizations, and higher edu-
cation associations for providing feed-
back on ways to improve this bill and
their continued support going forward.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R.
4057.

0 1640

Mr. MICHAUD. At this time, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. I thank
Mr. MICHAUD very much. I thank him
for his leadership on this legislation.
And I thank the chairman of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee and the au-
thor of the bill, along with Mr.
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MICHAUD and Mr. BILIRAKIS, for their
leadership.

Texas competes with many States for
the number of returning soldiers from
Iraq and Afghanistan and certainly is
known for the presence of veterans
from almost every single war. We are a
State of military personnel and mili-
tary bases, and Houston is known as
well for the large numbers of veterans
residing there.

I happen to represent the veterans
cemetery and interact with veterans on
a regular basis. We have Ellington
Field, which we hope will some day
hold one of the major commands. So we
see veterans every day, and we have
the opportunity to interact. And we
know their dreams and aspirations and
those of their family members.

I rise to support H.R. 4057 with the
Senate amendment to particularly em-
phasize some very important points. I
want veterans to be treated fairly. I
want them to be able to build on the
training and the amount of talent that
they’ve built on in the United States
military. This legislation protects
them and acts to help them utilize the
post-Iraq and Afghanistan GI Bill, one
of the most unique initiatives in the
Nation and one that we supported in a
bipartisan way.

This legislation will allow the VA to
conduct a market survey of online
tools that allow veterans to assess
their academic preparedness, to pursue
postsecondary education training op-
portunities, and provide these veterans
with a list of institutions that match
the criteria. That is our Achilles’ heel.
Veterans come back, they see a lot of
advertisements, they are attracted to a
number of institutions; but they may
not work for them. This kind of track-
ing and guidance will say, We really
appreciate you; we want you to use
these resources in the best way pos-
sible. In addition, the VA will then be
required or will be able to secure infor-
mation from other Departments, like
the Department of Education, to know
about these institutions and guide our
veterans in the best way possible.

I see veterans, as I said, all the time.
I see homeless veterans. I see veterans
seeking services. I see veterans, as
many of us do, in our offices. They
want information. They want to be re-
spected. They want to be able to con-
tribute in today’s society, to help their
families, and to use those skills where
they were serving their Nation in the
best way possible.

I believe the gift that we’ve given
them in education should be a guided
gift to give them the kind of pathway,
if you will, that will make sure that
these resources are used in the best
way possible. So I support this legisla-
tion.

I would finally say that I addition-
ally support the bill coming up about
dignified burial and other veterans ben-
efits just to specifically say because of
my district having the veterans ceme-
tery, because of the many issues we
have dealt with in the particular ceme-
tery in Houston, this is great news to
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know that no veteran will be under-
mined in their burial, no veteran will
be in an undignified burial because of
this legislation.

I thank my colleagues for moving
forward on recognizing that our vet-
erans have sacrificed for us. We need
now to respect that and sacrifice for
them.

With that, I ask my colleagues to
support the legislation.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to inquire as to whether
my friend has any more speakers. If
not, I reserve the balance of time, as
we have no more speakers.

Mr. MICHAUD. I have no further
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I once again encourage all Members to
support the Senate amendment to H.R.
4057, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendment
to the bill, H.R. 4057.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

DIGNIFIED BURIAL AND OTHER
VETERANS’ BENEFITS IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,

I move to suspend the rules and pass

the bill (S. 3202) to amend title 38,

United States Code, to ensure that de-

ceased veterans with no known next of

kin can receive a dignified burial, and
for other purposes.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
S. 3202
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in

Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Dignified Burial and Other Veterans’

Benefits Improvement Act of 2012”".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Scoring of budgetary effects.

TITLE I—-CEMETERY MATTERS

Sec. 101. Furnishing caskets and urns for de-
ceased veterans with no known
next of kin.

Sec. 102. Veterans freedom of conscience
protection.

Sec. 103. Improved communication between
Department of Veterans Affairs
and medical examiners and fu-
neral directors.
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Sec. 104. Identification and burial of un-
claimed or abandoned human
remains.

Exclusion of persons convicted of
committing certain sex offenses
from interment or memorializa-
tion in national cemeteries, Ar-
lington National Cemetery, and
certain State veterans’ ceme-
teries and from receiving cer-
tain funeral honors.

Restoration, operation, and main-
tenance of Clark Veterans Cem-
etery by American Battle
Monuments Commission.

Report on compliance of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs with
industry standards for caskets
and urns.

TITLE II-HEALTH CARE

Establishment of open burn pit reg-
istry.

Transportation of beneficiaries to
and from facilities of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Extension of reduced pension for
certain veterans covered by
medicaid plans for services fur-
nished by nursing facilities.

204. Extension of report requirement for

Special Committee on Post-

Traumatic-Stress Disorder.

TITLE III-OTHER MATTERS

301. Off-base transition training for vet-

erans and their spouses.

302. Requirement that judges on United
States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims reside within 50
miles of District of Columbia.

Designation of Trinka Davis Vet-
erans Village.

Designation of William “Bill”
Kling Department of Veterans
Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

Designation of Mann-Grandstaff
Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center.

Designation of David F. Winder De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Community Based Outpatient
Clinic.

SEC. 2. SCORING OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go-Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the Senate Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

TITLE I—-CEMETERY MATTERS
SEC. 101. FURNISHING CASKETS AND URNS FOR
DECEASED VETERANS WITH NO
KNOWN NEXT OF KIN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2306 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsections (g) and (h), respectively;

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection (f):

‘(f) The Secretary may furnish a casket or
urn, of such quality as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate for a dignified burial, for
burial in a national cemetery of a deceased
veteran in any case in which the Secretary—

‘(1) is unable to identify the veteran’s next
of kin, if any; and

‘“(2) determines that sufficient resources
for the furnishing of a casket or urn for the
burial of the veteran in a national cemetery
are not otherwise available.”’; and

(3) in subsection (h), as redesignated by
paragraph (1), by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

Sec. 201.

Sec. 202.

Sec. 203.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 303.

Sec. 304.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.
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‘“(4) A casket or urn may not be furnished
under subsection (f) for burial of a person de-
scribed in section 2411(b) of this title.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsections (f) and
(h)(4) of section 2306 of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a), shall take
effect on the date that is one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act and shall
apply with respect to deaths occurring on or
after the date that is one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 102. VETERANS FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE
PROTECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2404 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

““(h)(1) With respect to the interment or fu-
neral, memorial service, or ceremony of a de-
ceased veteran at a national cemetery, the
Secretary shall ensure that—

“(A) the expressed wishes of the next of
kin or other agent of the deceased veteran
are respected and given appropriate def-
erence when evaluating whether the pro-
posed interment or funeral, memorial serv-
ice, or ceremony affects the safety and secu-
rity of the national cemetery and visitors to
the cemetery;

‘“(B) to the extent possible, all appropriate
public areas of the cemetery, including com-
mittal shelters, chapels, and benches, may be
used by the family of the deceased veteran
for contemplation, prayer, mourning, or re-
flection; and

‘(C) during such interment or funeral, me-
morial service, or ceremony, the family of
the deceased veteran may display any reli-
gious or other symbols chosen by the family.

‘(2) Subject to regulations prescribed by
the Secretary under paragraph (4), including
such regulations ensuring the security of a
national cemetery, the Secretary shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, provide to
any military or volunteer veterans honor
guard, including such guards belonging to a
veterans service organization or other non-
governmental group that provides services to
veterans, access to public areas of a national
cemetery if such access is requested by the
next of kin or other agent of a deceased vet-
eran whose interment or funeral, memorial
service, or ceremony is being held in such
cemetery.

“(3) With respect to the interment or fu-
neral, memorial service, or ceremony of a de-
ceased veteran at a national cemetery, the
Secretary shall notify the next of kin or
other agent of the deceased veteran of fu-
neral honors available to the deceased vet-
eran, including such honors provided by any
military or volunteer veterans honor guard
described in paragraph (2).

‘“(4) The Secretary shall prescribe regula-
tions to carry out this subsection.”.

(b) INTERIM IMPLEMENTATION.—The Sec-
retary may carry out paragraphs (1) through
(3) of section 2404(h) of such title, as added
by subsection (a), before the Secretary pre-
scribes regulations pursuant to paragraph (4)
of such section, as so added.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the implementation of section 2404(h)
of such title, as added by subsection (a).
Such report shall include a certification of
whether the Secretary is in compliance with
all of the provisions of such section.

SEC. 103. IMPROVED COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND MEDICAL EXAMINERS
AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 24 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new section:
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“§2414. Communication between Department
of Veterans Affairs and medical examiners
and funeral directors

‘‘(a) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—With respect
to each deceased veteran described in sub-
section (b) who is transported to a national
cemetery for burial, the Secretary shall en-
sure that the local medical examiner, fu-
neral director, county service group, or other
entity responsible for the body of the de-
ceased veteran before such transportation
submits to the Secretary the following infor-
mation:

‘(1) Whether the deceased veteran was cre-
mated.

‘(2) The steps taken to ensure that the de-
ceased veteran has no next of kin.

‘“(b) DECEASED VETERAN DESCRIBED.—A de-
ceased veteran described in this subsection is
a deceased veteran—

‘(1) with respect to whom the Secretary
determines that there is no next of kin or
other person claiming the body of the de-
ceased veteran; and

‘(2) who does not have sufficient resources
for the furnishing of a casket or urn for the
burial of the deceased veteran in a national
cemetery, as determined by the Secretary.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 2413 the following new item:
¢“2414. Communication between Department

of Veterans Affairs and medical
examiners and funeral direc-
tors.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 2414 of title
38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act and shall apply
with respect to deaths occurring on or after
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 104. IDENTIFICATION AND BURIAL OF UN-
CLAIMED OR ABANDONED HUMAN
REMAINS.

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF UNCLAIMED OR ABAN-
DONED HUMAN REMAINS.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall cooperate with vet-
erans service organizations to assist entities
in possession of unclaimed or abandoned
human remains in determining if any such
remains are the remains of veterans or other
individuals eligible for burial in a national
cemetery under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary.

(b) BURIAL OF UNCLAIMED OR ABANDONED
HUMAN REMAINS.—

(1) FUNERAL EXPENSES.—Section 2302(a)(2)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘“‘who was a veteran of any war or
was discharged or released from the active
military, naval, or air service for a disability
incurred or aggravated in line of duty, whose
body is held by a State (or a political sub-
division of a State), and”’.

(2) TRANSPORTATION COSTS.—Section 2308 of
such title is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“Where a veteran’ and all
that follows through ‘‘compensation, the”’
and inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The”’;

(B) in subsection (a), as designated by sub-
paragraph (A), by inserting ‘‘described in
subsection (b)” after ‘‘of the deceased vet-
eran’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(b) DECEASED VETERAN DESCRIBED.—A de-
ceased veteran described in this subsection is
any of the following veterans:

(1) A veteran who dies as the result of a
service-connected disability.

“(2) A veteran who dies while in receipt of
disability compensation (or who but for the
receipt of retirement pay or pension under
this title, would have been entitled to com-
pensation).
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“(3) A veteran whom the Secretary deter-
mines is eligible for funeral expenses under
section 2302 of this title by virtue of the Sec-
retary determining that the veteran has no
next of kin or other person claiming the
body of such veteran pursuant to subsection
(a)(2)(A) of such section.”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall take effect on
the date that is one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act and shall apply with
respect to burials and funerals occurring on
or after the date that is one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 105. EXCLUSION OF PERSONS CONVICTED
OF COMMITTING CERTAIN SEX OF-
FENSES FROM INTERMENT OR ME-
MORIALIZATION IN NATIONAL
CEMETERIES, ARLINGTON NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY, AND CERTAIN
STATE VETERANS’ CEMETERIES AND
FROM RECEIVING CERTAIN FU-
NERAL HONORS.

(a) PROHIBITION AGAINST.—Section 2411(b)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘“(4) A person—

‘“(A) who has been convicted of a Federal
or State crime causing the person to be a
tier III sex offender for purposes of the Sex
Offender Registration and Notification Act
(42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.);

‘“(B) who, for such crime, is sentenced to a
minimum of life imprisonment; and

‘“(C) whose conviction is final (other than a
person whose sentence was commuted by the
President or Governor of a State, as the case
may be).”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
2411(a)(2) of such title is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘or (b)(2)”’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘¢, (b)(2), or (b)(4)”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘capital” each place it ap-
pears.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply with respect
to interments and memorializations that
occur on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 106. RESTORATION, OPERATION, AND MAIN-
TENANCE OF CLARK VETERANS
CEMETERY BY AMERICAN BATTLE
MONUMENTS COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—After an agreement is
made between the Government of the Repub-
lic of the Philippines and the United States
Government, Clark Veterans Cemetery in
the Republic of the Philippines shall be
treated, for purposes of section 2104 of title
36, United States Code, as a cemetery for
which it was decided under such section that
the cemetery will become a permanent ceme-
tery and the American Battle Monuments
Commission shall restore, operate, and
maintain Clark Veterans Cemetery (to the
degree the Commission considers appro-
priate) under such section in cooperation
with the Government of the Republic of the
Philippines.

(b) LIMITATION ON FUTURE BURIALS.—Bur-
ials at the cemetery described in subsection
(a) after the date of the agreement described
in such subsection shall be limited to eligi-
ble veterans, as determined by the Commis-
sion, whose burial does not incur any cost to
the Commission.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission—

(1) $5,000,000 for site preparation, design,
planning, construction, and associated ad-
ministrative costs for the restoration of the
cemetery described in subsection (a); and

(2) amounts necessary to operate and
maintain the cemetery described in sub-
section (a).
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SEC. 107. REPORT ON COMPLIANCE OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS WITH
INDUSTRY STANDARDS FOR CAS-
KETS AND URNS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the compliance of the Department of
Veterans Affairs with industry standards for
caskets and urns.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of industry standards for
caskets and urns.

(2) An assessment of compliance with such
standards at national cemeteries adminis-
tered by the Department with respect to cas-
kets and urns used for the interment of those
eligible for burial at such cemeteries.

TITLE II—HEALTH CARE
SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT OF OPEN BURN PIT
REGISTRY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF REGISTRY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) establish and maintain an open burn
pit registry for eligible individuals who may
have been exposed to toxic airborne chemi-
cals and fumes caused by open burn pits;

(B) include any information in such reg-
istry that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
determines necessary to ascertain and mon-
itor the health effects of the exposure of
members of the Armed Forces to toxic air-
borne chemicals and fumes caused by open
burn pits;

(C) develop a public information campaign
to inform eligible individuals about the open
burn pit registry, including how to register
and the benefits of registering; and

(D) periodically notify eligible individuals
of significant developments in the study and
treatment of conditions associated with ex-
posure to toxic airborne chemicals and
fumes caused by open burn pits.

(2) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall coordinate with the Sec-
retary of Defense in carrying out paragraph
@.
(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) REPORTS BY INDEPENDENT SCIENTIFIC OR-
GANIZATION.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall enter into an agreement with an
independent scientific organization to pre-
pare reports as follows:

(A) Not later than two years after the date
on which the registry under subsection (a) is
established, an initial report containing the
following:

(i) An assessment of the effectiveness of
actions taken by the Secretaries to collect
and maintain information on the health ef-
fects of exposure to toxic airborne chemicals
and fumes caused by open burn pits.

(ii) Recommendations to improve the col-
lection and maintenance of such informa-
tion.

(iii) Using established and previously pub-
lished epidemiological studies, recommenda-
tions regarding the most effective and pru-
dent means of addressing the medical needs
of eligible individuals with respect to condi-
tions that are likely to result from exposure
to open burn pits.

(B) Not later than five years after com-
pleting the initial report described in sub-
paragraph (A), a follow-up report containing
the following:

(i) An update to the initial report described
in subparagraph (A).

(ii) An assessment of whether and to what
degree the content of the registry estab-
lished under subsection (a) is current and
scientifically up-to-date.
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(2) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—

(A) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than two
years after the date on which the registry
under subsection (a) is established, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
Congress the initial report prepared under
paragraph (1)(A).

(B) FOLLOW-UP REPORT.—Not later than
five years after submitting the report under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to Congress the follow-
up report prepared under paragraph (1)(B).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble individual’” means any individual who, on
or after September 11, 2001—

(A) was deployed in support of a contin-
gency operation while serving in the Armed
Forces; and

(B) during such deployment, was based or
stationed at a location where an open burn
pit was used.

(2) OPEN BURN PIT.—The term ‘‘open burn
pit”’ means an area of land located in Af-
ghanistan or Iraq that—

(A) is designated by the Secretary of De-
fense to be used for disposing solid waste by
burning in the outdoor air; and

(B) does not contain a commercially manu-
factured incinerator or other equipment spe-
cifically designed and manufactured for the
burning of solid waste.

SEC. 202. TRANSPORTATION OF BENEFICIARIES
TO AND FROM FACILITIES OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 111 the following new section:
“§111A. Transportation of individuals to and

from Department facilities

‘“(a) TRANSPORTATION BY SECRETARY.—(1)
The Secretary may transport any person to
or from a Department facility or other place
in connection with vocational rehabilitation,
counseling required by the Secretary pursu-
ant to chapter 34 or 35 of this title, or for the
purpose of examination, treatment, or care.

‘(2) The authority granted by paragraph
(1) shall expire on the date that is one year
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(h) of section 111 of such title is—

(1) transferred to section 111A of such title,
as added by subsection (a);

(2) redesignated as subsection (b);

(3) inserted after subsection (a) of such sec-
tion; and

(4) amended by inserting ‘“TRANSPORTATION
BY THIRD-PARTIES.—’ before ‘‘The Sec-
retary’’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 1 of such
title is amended by inserting after the item
relating to section 111 the following new
item:

““111A. Transportation of individuals to and

from Department facilities.”.

SEC. 203. EXTENSION OF REDUCED PENSION FOR
CERTAIN VETERANS COVERED BY
MEDICAID PLANS FOR SERVICES
FURNISHED BY NURSING FACILI-
TIES.

Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30,
2016’ and inserting ‘‘November 30, 2016°".

SEC. 204. EXTENSION OF REPORT REQUIREMENT
FOR SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON POST-
TRAUMATIC-STRESS DISORDER.

Section 110(e)(2) of the Veterans’ Health
Care Act of 1984 (Public Law 98-528; 38 U.S.C.
1712A note) is amended by striking ‘‘through
2012’ and inserting ‘‘through 2016°’.

TITLE III—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 301. OFF-BASE TRANSITION TRAINING FOR
VETERANS AND THEIR SPOUSES.

(a) PROVISION OF OFF-BASE TRANSITION
TRAINING.—During the two-year period be-
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ginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Labor shall provide the
Transition Assistance Program under sec-
tion 1144 of title 10, United States Code, to
eligible individuals at locations other than
military installations to assess the feasi-
bility and advisability of providing such pro-
gram to eligible individuals at locations
other than military installations.

(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—For purposes of
this section, an eligible individual is a vet-
eran or the spouse of a veteran.

(¢) LOCATIONS.—

(1) NUMBER OF STATES.—The Secretary
shall carry out the training under subsection
(a) in not less than three and not more than
five States selected by the Secretary for pur-
poses of this section.

(2) SELECTION OF STATES WITH HIGH UNEM-
PLOYMENT.—Of the States selected by the
Secretary under paragraph (1), at least two
shall be States with high rates of unemploy-
ment among veterans.

(3) NUMBER OF LOCATIONS IN EACH STATE.—
The Secretary shall provide training under
subsection (a) to eligible individuals at a suf-
ficient number of locations within each
State selected under this subsection to meet
the needs of eligible individuals in such
State.

(4) SELECTION OF LOCATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall select locations for the provision
of training under subsection (a) to facilitate
access by participants and may not select
any location on a military installation other
than a National Guard or reserve facility
that is not located on an active duty mili-
tary installation.

(d) INCLUSION OF INFORMATION ABOUT VET-
ERANS BENEFITS.—The Secretary shall ensure
that the training provided under subsection
(a) generally follows the content of the Tran-
sition Assistance Program under section 1144
of title 10, United States Code.

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March
1 of any year during which the Secretary
provides training under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the provision of such training.

(f) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—Not
later than 180 days after the termination of
the one-year period described in subsection
(a), the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to Congress a report on
the training provided under such subsection.
The report shall include the evaluation of
the Comptroller General regarding the feasi-
bility and advisability of carrying out off-
base transition training at locations nation-
wide.
SEC. 302. REQUIREMENT THAT JUDGES ON
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR VETERANS CLAIMS RESIDE
WITHIN 50 MILES OF DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA.

(a) RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7255 is amended to
read as follows:

“§7255. Offices, duty stations, and residences

‘“(a) PRINCIPAL OFFICE.—The principal of-
fice of the Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims shall be in the Washington, D.C.,
metropolitan area, but the Court may sit at
any place within the United States.

“(b) OFFICIAL DUTY STATIONS.—(1) Except
as provided in paragraph (2), the official duty
station of each judge while in active service
shall be the principal office of the Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims.

‘“(2) The place where a recall-eligible re-
tired judge maintains the actual abode in
which such judge customarily lives shall be
considered the recall-eligible retired judge’s
official duty station.

‘‘(c) RESIDENCES.—(1) Except as provided in
paragraph (2), after appointment and while
in active service, each judge of the Court of
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Appeals for Veterans Claims shall reside
within 50 miles of the Washington, D.C., met-
ropolitan area.

‘‘(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to recall-
eligible retired judges of the Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans Claims.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 72 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 7255 and inserting the following new
item:
¢“72565. Offices, duty

dences.”".

(b) REMOVAL.—Section 7253(f)(1) is amended
by striking ‘‘or engaging in the practice of
law’’ and inserting ‘‘engaging in the practice
of law, or violating section 7255(c) of this
title”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c¢) of section
7255, as added by subsection (a), and the
amendment made by subsection (b) shall
take effect on the date that is 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (b) shall apply with respect to
judges confirmed on or after January 1, 2012.
SEC. 303. DESIGNATION OF TRINKA DAVIS VET-

ERANS VILLAGE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs located at 180
Martin Drive in Carrollton, Georgia, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act

stations, and resi-

be known and designated as the ‘‘Trinka
Davis Veterans Village”’.
(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any

law, regulation, map, document, record, or
other paper of the United States to the facil-
ity referred to in subsection (a) shall be

deemed to be a reference to the ‘“Trinka
Davis Veterans Village”.
SEC. 304. DESIGNATION OF WILLIAM “BILL”

KLING DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs located at 9800
West Commercial Boulevard in Sunrise,
Florida, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the “William ‘Bill’ Kling Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“William ‘Bill’ Kling
Department of Veterans Affairs Outpatient
Clinic”.

SEC. 305. DESIGNATION OF MANN-GRANDSTAFF
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MEDICAL CENTER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical center in Spokane,
Washington, shall after the date of the en-
actment of this Act be known and designated
as the ‘‘Mann-Grandstaff Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical center re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Mann-Grandstaff De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter”.

SEC. 306. DESIGNATION OF DAVID F. WINDER DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
COMMUNITY BASED OUTPATIENT
CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community based outpatient
clinic located in Mansfield, Ohio, shall after
the date of the enactment of this Act be
known and designated as the ‘“David F.
Winder Department of Veterans Affairs Com-
munity Based Outpatient Clinic”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
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record of the United States to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community based
outpatient clinic referred to in subsection (a)
shall be deemed to be a reference to the
“David F. Winder Department of Veterans
Affairs Community Based Outpatient Clin-
ic”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and add
any extraneous material that they may
have on S. 3202.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

S. 3202 is another bipartisan and bi-
cameral product of the House and the
Senate Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. It’s going to improve the lives of
veterans and their families.

I want to again thank my colleague,
the ranking member, Mr. MICHAUD, and
all the members of the committee and
the subcommittees for their advocacy
of the provisions of this bill. I also
want to thank from the other side of
the Capitol complex Senator MURRAY
and Senator BURR for their work on
improving these provisions. It’s great
working with Members who show that,
when it comes to veterans issues, both
sides can really come together and
agree on issues for the common good.

The first title of this bill pertains to
cemetery matters, as one of my col-
leagues has already said. In June of
this year, an indigent veteran with no
next of kin was buried in a cardboard
box in my home State of Florida. I,
like many of my colleagues, was
shocked and appalled to hear of this
news. As a result, several sections of
this legislation directly address that
specific issue, and it will ensure that
all eligible veterans, regardless of their
personal or financial situation, will re-
ceive a dignified burial at a VA na-
tional cemetery. This would include
providing VA with the authority to
provide a casket, urn, or other accept-
able burial container when a veteran
has no known next of kin and the VA is
unable to provide one.

This legislation would also provide
for more efficient communication be-
tween VA and local medical examiners
and other agencies to ensure that eligi-
ble veterans with no next of kin will be
properly laid to rest in a national cem-
etery. It would also require the VA re-
port to Congress on its compliance
with industry standards for appro-
priate burial containers.

Another section of title I, authored
by Mr. CULBERSON of Texas, would di-
rect VA to ensure that any memorial
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service respects the wishes of a de-
ceased veteran’s family to include the
use of religious symbols or volunteer
honor guards. Given the numerous dif-
ficulties many families face when deal-
ing with the death of a loved one, en-
suring that their wishes can be honored
with a VA memorial service is the least
we can do to honor the memory of that
veteran.

The bill would also protect the honor
of those buried in America’s national
cemeteries by prohibiting anyone con-
victed of a tier III sex offense and sen-
tenced to life in prison from being laid
to rest there. Because VA national
cemeteries are such sacred grounds, it
is important that we preserve the
honor of those buried there by exclud-
ing those convicted of the most hei-
nous of crimes.

This legislation would provide a
pathway toward the establishment of
the Clark Veterans Cemetery, located
in the Philippines, as a permanent
cemetery restored, operated, and main-
tained by the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission.

O 1650

As the American Battle Monuments
Commission currently operates and
maintains other overseas veterans
cemeteries, it is the most appropriate
entity to accomplish the important
task of honoring our fallen veterans
who have been laid to rest at Clark.

Title II of this legislation contains
provisions that will enhance our abil-
ity to provide for the health care needs
of our veterans. It includes a measure
which would direct VA, in coordination
with the Department of Defense, to es-
tablish and maintain an open burn pit
registry for veterans of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan who may have been exposed
to toxic chemicals and fumes caused by
open burn pits during deployment.

Many of our servicemembers and vet-
erans have returned home from combat
in Iraq and Afghanistan with serious
questions and grave concerns about the
possible long-term health effects of
burn pit exposure. It is my hope that
by establishing this registry we can
provide them the answers and assur-
ances they seek and develop better
ways to care for them and future gen-
erations of America’s warriors.

Under this title, VA would also be
authorized to provide transportation
services to and from VA facilities for
veterans with health care appoint-
ments and in connection with voca-
tional rehabilitation or counseling.
Veterans who live in rural commu-
nities, who are elderly, who are vis-
ually impaired, or who are immobile
due to disease and disability often face
significant challenges in traveling to
access services that VA can provide. It
is our intent that VA will use this au-
thority to complement, and not re-
place, existing programs such as the
valuable Disabled American Veterans
Transportation Network; and as such,
this authority is being provided for 1
year.
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Title III of the bill would require the
Department of Labor to conduct a 2-
year pilot program offering Transition
Assistance Program training at off-
base facilities in three to five States
with high rates of unemployment
among veterans. With the permission
of the Department of Defense, National
Guard and Reserve, facilities could be
used. Veterans and spouses would be el-
igible for the program, which would be
designed to train those veterans who
did not participate in the Active Duty
Transition Assistance Program or who
just need to refresh their job-hunting
skills.

Additionally, this title would require
that judges of the United States Court
of Appeals for Veterans Claims reside
within 50 miles of the Washington,
D.C., metropolitan area during their
service. Such a requirement would put
the veterans court in line with other
Federal courts located in the District,
which already have a residency re-
quirement in place.

Finally, this legislation includes four
measures to name VA medical facili-
ties in Georgia, Florida, Washington,
and Ohio after prominent veterans or
civilians who have performed out-
standing services to veterans in the
communities in which the VA facility
is located.

I want to encourage all Members to
support the bill as amended.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The bill before us today, the Dig-
nified Burial and Other Veterans’ Bene-
fits Improvement Act of 2012, S. 3202, is
a minibus collection of veterans meas-
ures that primarily focus on ensuring
that our veterans receive proper bur-
ials that reflect and honor their serv-
ice. The bill also establishes and ex-
pands several health care and transi-
tion assistance benefits, and it names
four VA health facilities after Ameri-
cans with distinguished honor.

I appreciate the hard work of all of
our colleagues in the House and in the
Senate and of our staffs on the meas-
ures that were included in this bill. We
all share the same goal—helping our
veterans and their families receive the
benefits that they have earned and de-
serve. This bill advances that goal, and
I support its passage.

Title I of this bill will allow the Sec-
retary of the VA to provide a casket or
urn to those veterans who die without
a known next of kin, without identi-
fication or without financial means,
thereby ensuring that these veterans
are laid to rest with the utmost dig-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, there is also an alloca-
tion of $6 million in this title to at-
tempt to address the longstanding
maintenance, operation, and ownership
issues at Clark Veterans Cemetery in
the Philippines. Along with soldiers
and civilians of other nationalities,
over 2,200 American veterans are buried
at Clark. This provision will honor
their sacrifices by setting up the proc-
ess for Clark to become a permanent
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cemetery administered by the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission.
Clark continues to accept burials, in-
cluding those from the Iraq war; and to
ensure a smooth transition, it is crit-
ical that an agreement is reached be-
tween the two governments before it
can become a permanent cemetery. I
am confident that the ABMC will bring
this cemetery up to its impeccable
standards and that Congress will pro-
vide it the resources to do so.

Title II of the bill contains a vital
provision requiring the Department of
Veterans Affairs, with help from the
Department of Defense, to establish a
burn pit registry. This registry would
be for our men and women who may
have been exposed to toxic airborne
chemicals and fumes caused by open
burn pits. Every time we send our men
and women into combat, we need to do
all that we can to properly assess their
risks of exposure to toxins. It has been
decades, and we still do not fully un-
derstand the risks associated with
one’s exposure to agent orange, an ex-
posure causing many veterans to suffer
without compensation. We should learn
from this history, and this bill puts us
on track to avoid repeating it again.

Title II would also enhance VA trans-
portation services to help more vet-
erans access VA health care, and it
contains a very timely measure that
would extend the reporting require-
ment for posttraumatic stress disorder
through 2016. The rate of PTSD re-
mains high in the veteran population,
and we must continue to keep this
issue at the top of our radar as well as
before Congress and the public so that
we can continue to provide the funding
that’s needed.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, title III of this
bill contains an important section that
would direct the Department of Labor
to provide the Transition Assistance
Program, TAP, at locations other than
at military installations. This 2-year
pilot program will benefit our service-
members and their spouses by pro-
viding additional opportunity to attend
TAP and to learn about their earned
benefits. Too many returning service-
members are unable to take advantage
of TAP. This is especially true for
members of the National Guard and
Reserve who often return from war to
find that they lack the support mili-
tary communities provide them. The
TAP program is critical to a service-
member’s successful transition back
into civilian life, and I am glad to see
it expanded.

Again, I want to thank the members
and Chairman MILLER for their leader-
ship on this bill, and I urge all of my
colleagues to support its passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
might I inquire of the time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 14% minutes
remaining.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the vice chairman of the full com-
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mittee, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BILIRAKIS).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Thank you,
Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of S. 3202, the Dignified Burial
of Veterans Act.

I appreciate my colleagues’ diligence
in moving this language through the
Senate, and I am grateful for the work
they have done on behalf of our vet-
erans. I would also like to thank my
good friend and fellow Floridian, Chair-
man JEFF MILLER, and Ranking Mem-
ber BoB FILNER for the work they have
done this Congress to improve the
quality of services for our veterans—
our true American heroes.

This truly bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion incorporates language similar to
H.R. 6073, which is legislation that I in-
troduced in the House after learning
that Private Lawrence Davis, Jr., a
World War II veteran, had been buried
in a cardboard box in a veterans ceme-
tery not far from my district. This leg-
islation ensures that veterans with no
next of kin and insufficient funds for
proper and dignified burials will re-
ceive assistance from the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Our Nation’s heroes deserve to be
buried in the same way they served our
great Nation—with dignity, honor, and
respect. Private Davis deserved better.
While we cannot go back and rewrite
what has already happened, we can en-
sure that it doesn’t happen again. This
legislation is the right thing to do; and
in the final hours of this Congress, I
am very pleased that this Chamber is
taking action on this important piece
of legislation. Again, I urge the passage
of S. 3202.

Mr.
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Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
once again I encourage all Members to
support this legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of S. 3202, the Dignified
Burial of Veterans Act and particularly section
303 of this bill, which designates the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs facility in Carrollton,
Georgia as the “Trinka Davis Veterans Vil-
lage.”

Katherine “Trinka” Davis was a business-
woman from Carroll County who founded the
Trinka Davis Foundation in 2004 after realizing
the struggles many service men and women
faced upon return from Iraq and Afghanistan.
Though not a veteran herself, through her
generosity, Ms. Davis performed an out-
standing service for the veterans of Northwest
Georgia.

Mr. Speaker, Trinka made note of the re-
ports of difficulties that many returning vet-
erans and their respective families were fac-
ing: loss of limbs, traumatic brain injuries,
PTSD, unemployment, and loss of their
homes.

Although she is no longer with us, her mem-
ory lives on. Trinka left almost her entire es-
tate—over $18 million—to the Foundation,
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which has used it to construct a first class
health facility to aid our wounded warriors in
their recovery and treatment.

Mr. Speaker, with a war in Afghanistan, a
recent one in Irag, and unrest around the
globe, the United States has more than
196,000 active duty service men and women
that put their lives on the line—night and
day—to protect our families and our freedoms.
These men and women accepted the call of
duty, leaving behind their loved ones and life
as they know it to protect the lives of others.

When our soldiers return from battle, some-
times they do not get the support and assist-
ance that they deserve. Simply put, we owe
them more. Just as they have answered the
call to serve our country, we must answer the
call to serve them. This is what Trinka Davis
did.

Thanks to Trinka’s generosity and the tire-
less dedication of her foundation, the new clin-
ic was donated to the Department of Veterans
Affairs in August. The doors were opened for
veterans to receive outpatient treatment on
September 24, and in the coming months the
clinic will also include a 42 bed community liv-
ing center.

While providing a variety of services includ-
ing primary care, physical therapy, and out-
patient mental health services, the facility will
serve 3,000 veterans and will allow them to
receive treatment closer to home.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that like our veterans,
Ms. Davis is a hero. She recognized the
needs of our veterans and worked tirelessly to
meet them. The Trinka Davis Foundation en-
sured that Ms. Davis’s commitment to the vet-
erans and their families in the Carrollton com-
munity and beyond would be preserved
through construction of the health facility.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Trinka’s selfless actions and those who
have bravely served our Nation by supporting
S. 3202.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 3202.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I object to the vote on the ground that
a quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

CLOTHE A HOMELESS HERO ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
6328) to amend title 49, United States
Code, to direct the Assistant Secretary
of Homeland Security (Transportation
Security Administration) to transfer
unclaimed clothing recovered at air-
port security checkpoints to local vet-
erans organizations and other local
charitable organizations, and for other
purposes.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

On page 2, line 20, after ‘‘clothing to’’ in-
sert ‘‘the local airport authority or other
local authorities for donation to charity, in-
cluding”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. HOCHUL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on this
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as vice chairman of the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and a sen-
ior member of the Committee on
Homeland Security, I rise in favor of
H.R. 6328, the Clothe a Homeless Hero
Act, which passed the House by voice
vote last month and was approved by
the Senate with an amendment.

According to estimates from the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, in 2011 approximately 14 per-
cent of all homeless adults were vet-
erans, and with more than 67,000 vet-
erans homeless on any given night. I
know that you agree we must do all
that we can to ensure that the veterans
who have so courageously served our
country are not forgotten and are re-
ceiving the care and services they de-
serve. VA Secretary Eric Shinseki has
set a laudable goal of ending veterans’
homelessness by 2015 and has estab-
lished partnerships with other Federal
agencies, such as HUD, to accomplish
it.

The bill before us today will forge an-
other important partnership in our ef-
forts to serve homeless veterans, one
with the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration.

Each day as Americans travel
through screening checkpoints, Mr.
Speaker, operated by TSA at our Na-
tion’s airports, many articles of cloth-
ing are left behind. In fact, TSA re-
ports that they collect between 500 and
1,000 garments per day. H.R. 6328 di-
rects the TSA administrator to make
every reasonable effort to donate this
unclaimed clothing to local organiza-
tions that serve homeless or needy vet-
erans.

I commend the House sponsor, Ms.
HocHUL, the gentlelady from New
York, for this fine piece of legislation.
I once again urge Members to support
this legislation and in turn support
homeless veterans.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Senate amendment to
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H.R. 6328, Clothe a Homeless Hero Act,
and I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Yesterday my hometown paper, The
Buffalo News, ran an editorial that
says, ‘‘Homeless vets need our help:
The reward for serving our country
shouldn’t be a life on the streets.”

Mr. Speaker, I couldn’t agree more.

We are here today to aid and honor
America’s veterans, especially those
who’ve fallen on hard times, are most
in need, and all too forgotten.

As the American people rush through
lines at airports with their shoes,
gloves, hats, scarves, and coats, it’s
easy to forget that so many Americans
go without these basic comforts during
the cold winter months. I know this
personally. I just flew in from Buffalo,
New York, where we have about a foot
and a half of snow on the ground, and
it calls to mind the sense that there
are a lot of people in need, particularly
our veterans. As we rush through air-
ports, it’s easy to leave behind these
kinds of garments. That’s what hap-
pened to me when I left a scarf at the
Buffalo airport while coming to Wash-
ington.

As you’ve heard, TSA has reported
that as many as 1,000 articles of cloth-
ing, like mine, are left behind at air-
port checkpoints every day. This adds
up to thousands of pounds of aban-
doned, unclaimed clothing. At the
same time, tens of thousands of vet-
erans are homeless on any given night.

This is unconscionable, Mr. Speaker.
Veteran homelessness is nothing less
than a national tragedy. We must fully
embrace the President’s call to end
veteran homelessness by 2015. We must
work to end homelessness for all Amer-
icans—especially those heroes who
risked their lives for our freedom. But
until we end veteran homelessness, we
must do everything we can to aid these
American heroes.

I am sure you’ll agree there is no bet-
ter purpose for unclaimed warm cloth-
ing than to help America’s homeless
veterans. That’s why I was so proud to
introduce the Clothe a Homeless Hero
Act, and to work with my colleagues in
the Homeland Security Committee and
Senator GILLIBRAND and Senator
TOOMEY to improve and advance this
bipartisan legislation.

This simple bill directs unclaimed
clothing left at checkpoints like this
to go to charitable organizations for
distribution to homeless veterans and
others in need.

Mr. Speaker, this is probably my last
speech on the floor of Congress. I can’t
think of a worthier cause to champion
than to make sure that our homeless
veterans get the clothing they need
and deserve. This measure is a simple,
commonsense example of an oppor-
tunity for all of us, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike, to work together and
find common ground. Clearly we need
much more of that, particularly on a
day like this. I know every one of us is
proud of the work our men and women
in uniform do every day, and we’re
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proud of the veterans who come home.
We need to ask ourselves: are they
proud of us?

Let us make this bill be a template
for the bipartisanship that our vet-
erans, indeed our country, deserves
from the people they send to Wash-
ington to represent them.

I thank Chairman BILIRAKIS and my
colleagues on the Homeland Security
Committee for supporting this legisla-
tion.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers. Does the gentle-
lady have further speakers?

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE), the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Transportation Security
and Infrastructure Protection of the
Committee on Homeland Security.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the gentle-
lady from New York, and I want to
first of all say this will not be the last
we hear of your voice, and what a stu-
pendous voice you have. Thank you so
much for making this time on the floor
a time that pays tribute to veterans
but also recognizes the outstanding
service that you’ve given to this Na-
tion, to the Committee on Homeland
Security and your other committees,
but more importantly the passion that
you’ve shown as a true American. I
hope that we heed the voice that you
just lifted up that we owe to veterans
not only this great legislation, but also
the ability to come together and work
on their behalf and on behalf of all
Americans.
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Thank you again for allowing me to
comment on this bill as the ranking
member on the Homeland Security
Transportation Committee.

I thank Mr. BILIRAKIS. We have
worked together on a number of legis-
lative initiatives, and I thank him as
well for his service, along with the re-
tiring chairman, Chairman KING, and
our Democratic ranking member, Mr.
THOMPSON, for their leadership. It gives
me great comfort to be able to come on
the floor today and say thank you.

Even though no one wants to see a
homeless hero, a homeless veteran, I
spent, over the holidays, time visiting
a number of our centers where home-
less veterans are, and I can tell you
that they are the most giving and char-
itable persons.

Many of us will be able to recount on
Thanksgiving Day, or during the holi-
day, being able to give or to share or to
be able to distribute food or to serve
veterans who, unfortunately, not of
their own doing, have fallen upon hard
times, do not have a place to live, and
are coming to the various food pantries
and food kitchens. It was one of great
pleasure to me, not for their condition,
but to be able to humbly just provide
them with a warm meal. This is a com-
monsense legislative initiative that
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says to homeless heroes,
we’re thinking of you.

As the ranking member on the Trans-
portation Security Committee, I can
assure you that Transportation Secu-
rity officers are grateful to Ms. HOCHUL
and to the Senate amendment for giv-
ing them this chance to further their
service to the Nation.

There are many things that are left
behind, and many times in the airport
you hear that PA system saying, Come
back, come back to the security check-
point; you’ve left your iPad, your coat,
your shoes. What else could you have
left? Many times, unfortunately, those
individuals are already on the airplane,
and so we try our best, but we leave be-
hind quality items that could be used
for our veterans.

The Senate amendment expands this
to other charities as well. But as the
ranking member, I want to commend
to our TSA officers and our officers
that are supervisors across the Na-
tion’s airports, and to our airports, yes,
you have the opportunity to give to
veterans, charitable institutions and
others, but I encourage you, because of
the extensive number of homeless vet-
erans, that you give these items so
that we can have, not only resources,
but clothing for homeless veterans of
whom we hope that we will provide a
pathway to be able to get out of the
status of homelessness, but also while
they’re doing so, to provide them with
this quality clothing.

So again, I rise to support H.R. 6328,
as amended by the Senate, to thank
the author of this legislation, Ms.
HocHUL, the gentlelady from New
York; again, remind her that she will
not have a silent voice, and this is a
very grand and wonderful way to end at
least your legislative service, your bill-
writing service on this floor of the
House and in this Congress where you
are serving the Nation’s veterans. We
are forever grateful, and I ask my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, what
I'd like to do is I'll reserve the balance
of my time, and then I'll close once the
gentlelady does.

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, again I
simply want to thank on the Senate
side Senator GILLIBRAND, Senator
TOOMEY, and, of course, here my col-
leagues on the Homeland Security
Committee led by PETER KING and our
Ranking Member THOMPSON, and cer-
tainly Chairman BILIRAKIS and my
dear friend Ranking Member JACKSON
LEE for all their support for this com-
monsense legislation to assist Amer-
ica’s homeless veterans.

With that, I urge the adoption of the
Senate amendment to H.R. 6328 so this
measure can be sent to the President
for his signature.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
Members to support this commonsense
piece of legislation and that the Presi-
dent promptly sign it into law.

every day
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I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendment
to the bill, H.R. 6328.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
DRYWALL SAFETY ACT OF 2012

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
4212) to prevent the introduction into
commerce of unsafe drywall, to ensure
the manufacturer of drywall is readily
identifiable, to ensure that problem-
atic drywall removed from homes is
not reused, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Drywall Safety
Act of 2012”.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary of Commerce should insist
that the Government of the People’s Republic of
China, which has ownership interests in the
companies that manufactured and exported
problematic drywall to the United States, facili-
tate a meeting between the companies and rep-
resentatives of the United States Government on
remedying homeowners that have problematic
drywall in their homes; and

(2) the Secretary of Commerce should insist
that the Government of the People’s Republic of
China direct the companies that manufactured
and exported problematic drywall to submit to
jurisdiction in United States Federal Courts and
comply with any decisions issued by the Courts
for homeowners with problematic drywall.

SEC. 3. DRYWALL LABELING REQUIREMENT.

(a) LABELING REQUIREMENT.—Beginning 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the gypsum board labeling provisions of stand-
ard ASTM C1264-11 of ASTM International, as
in effect on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, shall be treated as a rule pro-
mulgated by the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission under section 14(c) of the Consumer
Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2063(c)).

(b)REVISION OF STANDARD.—If the gypsum
board labeling provisions of the standard re-
ferred to in subsection (a) are revised on or after
the date of the enactment of this Act, ASTM
International shall notify the Commission of
such revision no later than 60 days after final
approval of the revision by ASTM Inter-
national. The revised provisions shall be treated
as a rule promulgated by the Commission under
section 14(c) of such Act (15 U.S.C. 2063(c)), in
lieu of the prior version, effective 180 days after
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the Commission is notified of the revision (or
such later date as the Commission considers ap-
propriate), unless within 90 days after receiving
that notice the Commission determines that the
revised provisions do not adequately identify
gypsum board by manufacturer and month and
year of manufacture, in which case the Commis-
sion shall continue to enforce the prior version.
SEC. 4. SULFUR CONTENT IN DRYWALL STAND-
ARD.

(a)RULE ON SULFUR CONTENT IN DRYWALL RE-
QUIRED.—Ezxcept as provided in subsection (c),
not later than 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission shall promulgate a final rule per-
taining to drywall manufactured or imported for
use in the United States that limits sulfur con-
tent to a level not associated with elevated rates
of corrosion in the home.

(b)RULE MAKING; CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
STANDARD.—A rule under subsection (a)—

(1) shall be promulgated in accordance with
section 553 of title 5, United States Code; and

(2) shall be treated as a consumer product
safety rule promulgated under section 9 of the
Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2058).

(c)EXCEPTION.—

(I1)VOLUNTARY  STANDARD.—Subsection (a)
shall not apply if the Commission determines
that—

(A) a wvoluntary standard pertaining to
drywall manufactured or imported for use in the
United States limits sulfur content to a level not
associated with elevated rates of corrosion in
the home;

(B) such voluntary standard is or will be in
effect not later than two years after the date of
enactment of this Act; and

(C) such voluntary standard is developed by
Subcommittee C11.01 on Specifications and Test
Methods for Gypsum Products of ASTM Inter-
national.

(2)FEDERAL REGISTER.—Any determination
made under paragraph (1) shall be published in
the Federal Register.

(d)TREATMENT OF VOLUNTARY STANDARD FOR
PURPOSES OF ENFORCEMENT.—If the Commission
determines that a voluntary standard meets the
conditions in subsection (c)(1), the sulfur con-
tent limit in such voluntary standard shall be
treated as a consumer product safety rule pro-
mulgated under section 9 of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2058) beginning on the
date that is the later of—

(1) 180 days after publication of the Commis-
sion’s determination under subsection (c); or

(2) the effective date contained in the wvol-
untary standard.

(e)REVISION OF VOLUNTARY STANDARD.—If the
sulfur content limit of a wvoluntary standard
that met the conditions of subsection (c)(1) is
subsequently revised, the organization respon-
sible for the standard shall notify the Commis-
sion no later than 60 days after final approval
of the revision. The sulfur content limit of the
revised voluntary standard shall become en-
forceable as a Commission rule promulgated
under section 9 of the Consumer Product Safety
Act (15 U.S.C. 2058), in lieu of the prior version,
effective 180 days after the Commission is noti-
fied of the revision (or such later date as the
Commission considers appropriate), unless with-
in 90 days after receiving that notice the Com-
mission determines that the sulfur content limit
of the revised voluntary standard does not meet
the requirements of subsection (c)(1)(4), in
which case the Commission shall continue to en-
force the prior version.

(f)FUTURE RULEMAKING.—The Commission, at
any time subsequent to publication of the con-
sumer product safety rule required by subsection
(a) or a determination under subsection (c), may
initiate a rulemaking in accordance with section
553 of title 5, United States Code, to modify the
sulfur content limit or to include any provision
relating only to the composition or characteris-
tics of drywall that the Commission determines
is reasonably mecessary to protect public health
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or safety. Any rule promulgated under this sub-
section shall be treated as a consumer product
safety rule promulgated under section 9 of the
Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2058).

SEC. 5. REVISION OF REMEDIATION GUIDANCE
FOR DRYWALL DISPOSAL REQUIRED.

Not later than 120 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission shall revise its guidance enti-
tled ‘‘Remediation Guidance for Homes with
Corrosion from Problem Drywall’” to specify
that problematic drywall removed from homes
pursuant to the guidance should not be reused
or used as a component in production of new
drywall.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. HOCHUL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on H.R. 4212.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 4212, an important bi-
partisan bill to help fight the problem
of defective Chinese drywall which hit
many families as a second plague when
their home was destroyed by a hurri-
cane or other disaster and then rebuilt
using contaminated drywall from
China.

The House bill, which passed by voice
vote last summer, attacks the problem
in three ways:

First, it directs the Secretary of
Commerce to engage Chinese leaders
and push for the manufacturers of the
contaminated drywall to step up and
take responsibility for the damages
caused by their shoddy product;

Second, the bill requires all drywall
manufacturers in the future to label
their product with their name and the
date of manufacture. The lack of such
basic identifying information was a
major problem for the homeowners who
were stuck with contaminated Chinese
drywall but could not determine which
manufacturer produced it;

Third, and finally, the House bill re-
quires the Consumer Product Safety
Commission to restrict elemental sul-
fur in drywall unless industry volun-
tarily adopts an acceptable limit first.
Compliance with such a limit would be
easy to check at the ports or elsewhere
using simple handheld devices.

Mr. Speaker, the Senate amendment
before us today preserves all of these
key aspects of the House bill, making
only a few minor changes. Notably, the
Senate amendment provides that the
CPSC may only enforce a voluntary
sulfur limit if it is adopted by a speci-
fied standard-setting body. This re-
sponds to a concern that the voluntary
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sulfur limit be a true consensus stand-
ard; that is, the product of an open
process that allows for participation of
industry and consumers alike.

Mr. Speaker, the Senate amendment
does not undercut the House-passed
version of the bill, nor does it add any
unnecessary government regulation.
Therefore, I strongly urge the adoption
of H.R. 4212.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise to speak about the amended
version of H.R. 4212, the Drywall Safety
Act of 2012 returned to this Chamber by
the Senate.

The House approved its own version
of H.R. 4212 this past September by a
voice vote. That version was the result
of bipartisan negotiations that in-
volved the sponsors of this bill, Mr.
RIGELL of Virginia and Mr. DEUTCH of
Florida, along with the leadership from
both sides of the aisle of the Energy
and Commerce Committee and its Sub-
committee on Commerce, Manufac-
turing, and Trade.

I believe the House produced a good
bill that met Mr. RIGELL’s and Mr.
DEUTCH’s goal of getting the U.S. Gov-
ernment to take action regarding a
problematic drywall situation.

The Senate version we are consid-
ering today retains significant portions
of the House language, so I intend to
vote in favor of what the Senate has
sent back to us. Just like the pre-
viously approved House version, this
Senate version requires that all new
drywall be marked with a permanent
label that can be used to identify who
manufactured a particular sheet of
drywall and when it was manufactured.

A major problem many homeowners
experienced was that they didn’t know
who made the drywall in their homes
or when it was made. The labeling re-
quirement should make it easier to pin
down exactly who is responsible for
producing any given sheet of drywall.

In addition, just like the previously
approved House version, the Senate
version requires all drywall used in the
United States to be subject to a sulfur
content limit. After extensive inves-
tigation by the CPSC, sulfur was the
element found to be associated with
the awful odor and metal corrosion
homeowners were experiencing.

The Senate version specifies the
American Society for Testing and Met-
als, or ASTM, international standard
for gypsum board labeling as the label-
ing standard that must be complied
with. The House version did not pick a
particular voluntary standard.
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Instead, CPSC would have specified
the industry-generated voluntary
standard to be complied with or, failing
that, write its own rule on the matter.
The Senate version also specifically
grants responsibility for the standard
on sulfur content to an ASTM com-
mittee. Both of these changes are made
because one trade association believed
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that, under the House version, the
CPSC could rely on a voluntary stand-
ard that was not developed through a
process with safeguards for due proc-
ess, the airing of diverse views, and
consensus decisionmaking. There’s not
one instance that anyone can point to
where the CPSC has relied on a vol-
untary industry standard that was not
produced through a process that in-
volved due process, the airing of di-
verse views, and consensus decision-
making.

In addition to referencing the ASTM
voluntary standard-setting body twice,
the Senate tweaked the future rule-
making section. The House granted
CPSC authority to ‘‘reduce’” the sulfur
content limit or set limits regarding
the composition or characteristics of
drywall that are reasonably necessary
to protect public health or safety. We
granted this authority in case later
down the road it becomes apparent
that there are other problems associ-
ated with drywall that we have not yet
identified. The Senate’s version re-
places the word ‘‘reduce’” with ‘“mod-
ify,” so the CPSC has the authority to
modify the sulfur content limit. The
word ‘“‘modify’’ encompasses reducing
the limit, so we are willing to live with
this change.

I continue to support this bill despite
these changes, because the time to act
has long past. As far back as late 2008,
consumers have complained about
homes that smelled like rotten eggs,
health concerns that included irritated
and itchy eyes and sKkin, breathing
problems, asthma attacks, persistent
coughs, bloody and running noses, and
recurring headaches. Complaints also
included reports of blackened and cor-
roded metal components in the home.
The CPSC received nearly 4,000 such
complaints from residents in 43 States
who believed these conditions related
to the presence of Chinese drywall in
their homes. Most of these complaints
were concentrated in the South, where
there was a construction boom in 2006
and 2007 due to hurricanes in 2004 and
2005.

To help bring some relief to these
homeowners and to reduce the chance
of something like this ever happening
again, this legislation does a few other
things in addition to the labeling and
sulfur content requirements:

It asks the Secretary of Commerce to
engage the Chinese Government to
prod those companies that exported
problematic drywall to the TUnited
States—some of which are partly
owned by the Chinese Government—to
meet with U.S. officials about pro-
viding some sort of remedy to home-
owners affected by this defective prod-
uct;

The bill also asks the Secretary of
Commerce to engage the Chinese Gov-
ernment to try to get the government
to direct these companies to submit to
the jurisdiction of our courts and com-
ply with judgments that have been en-
tered against them;

It also calls on the CPSC to revise
guidance it published on the removal of
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problematic drywall from homes to
specify that this drywall should not be
reused or put back into the drywall
production stream. Once this drywall is
removed from one home, we need to
make sure it does not end up in an-
other.

Despite issues with why H.R. 4212 is
back here on the House floor, the
Democratic leadership of the Energy
and Commerce Committee and its Sub-
committee on Commerce, Manufac-
turing, and Trade, and I along with
them, support this bill and urge my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TERRY. At this time I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. RIGELL), who’s the lead Re-
publican sponsor. His dogged leadership
on this is why it’s back on the House
floor again.

Mr. RIGELL. I thank Chairman
TERRY very much for yielding and my
friend and colleague, the gentlelady
from New York, for your support of
this good bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the Drywall Safety Act of 2012, as
amended. I urge my colleagues to vote
““yes” on really what is much-needed
and commonsense legislation that’s
going to come before the House to-
night.

For nearly 4 years, families across
the country have suffered from the
harmful effects of defective Chinese-
manufactured drywall. They’re friends
and neighbors, and they’re families,
Mr. Speaker, who worked hard and
saved and really set out for that classic
American Dream to own their own
home or to finish their retirement
years in a home, and yet that dream
turned into a literal nightmare when
their home was filled with a mys-
terious and foul rotten egg type of
odor. I've been in these homes. It com-
pletely makes the home uninhabitable.
It takes all the copper wiring in the
home and basically turns it into black
soot. They have to replace the com-
pressors on the air conditioners. And
even worse is that their health deterio-
rates.

They turn first to the builders. The
builders are not covered by their insur-
ance. Some were able to help out the
homeowners and renovate the home on
their own, but many are not able to do
that, and some builders have gone out
of business. They turned then to the
manufacturer of the contaminated
drywall in China, but really have no re-
course there. It’s a profoundly sad situ-
ation where Americans, through no
fault of their own, are experiencing
bankruptcy and terrible financial prob-
lems.

But tonight we have an opportunity
to do what’s right and to stand with
our friends and neighbors and pass this
legislation. It will hold China respon-
sible in no uncertain terms for failing
to require their manufacturers to
rightly compensate Americans who
have been damaged and victimized by
those contaminated products.
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We express the undivided sense of
Congress, Republicans and Democrats
working together, that we’re going to
make sure that China is held account-
able for what they’ve done here. It re-
quires labeling on all the drywall prod-
ucts to make sure that we can find out
who’s responsible for the manufacturer
of each and every piece of drywall
that’s manufactured; it will limit the
amount of sulfur in the drywall, which
was the cause of all of this; and, as has
been pointed out by my colleague from
New York, it’s a voluntary standard as
opposed to just more massive govern-
ment intervention. I think that’s the
right path to go.

So I thank my friends and colleagues
from both sides of the aisle for making
this possible. The underlying legisla-
tion passed the House unanimously in
September. The amendment that has
been made, I think, is very modest. 1
especially want to thank my friend and
colleague from Florida, Mr. DEUTCH,
for working with me as cochair of the
Chinese Drywall Caucus. I thank the
chairman for yielding and for your sup-
port on this piece of legislation.

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
let me make one very important point.
Republicans and Democrats alike are
united on this important health and
safety issue. I urge all Members to pass
this amendment today and get the
needed consumer protections in place.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
TERRY) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 4212.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
UNINTERRUPTED SCHOLARS ACT

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3472) to amend the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974
to provide improvements to such Act.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3472

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Uninter-

rupted Scholars Act (USA)”.
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SEC. 2. FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRI-
VACY.

Section 444(b) of the General Education
Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g(b)) (com-
monly known as the ‘“‘Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (J)({i), by striking
“‘and’ after the semicolon at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (K)(ii), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (K), the
following:

‘(L) an agency caseworker or other rep-
resentative of a State or local child welfare
agency, or tribal organization (as defined in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S. C.
450b)), who has the right to access a stu-
dent’s case plan, as defined and determined
by the State or tribal organization, when
such agency or organization is legally re-
sponsible, in accordance with State or tribal
law, for the care and protection of the stu-
dent, provided that the education records, or
the personally identifiable information con-
tained in such records, of the student will
not be disclosed by such agency or organiza-
tion, except to an individual or entity en-
gaged in addressing the student’s education
needs and authorized by such agency or orga-
nization to receive such disclosure and such
disclosure is consistent with the State or
tribal laws applicable to protecting the con-
fidentiality of a student’s education
records.’”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by inserting ‘¢, ex-
cept when a parent is a party to a court pro-
ceeding involving child abuse and neglect (as
defined in section 3 of the Child Abuse Pre-
vention and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5101
note)) or dependency matters, and the order
is issued in the context of that proceeding,
additional notice to the parent by the edu-
cational agency or institution is not re-
quired” after ‘‘educational institution or
agency’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have b legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on S.
3472.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of S. 3472, the
Uninterrupted Scholars Act. The bill
amends the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974, better known
as FERPA, to give child welfare agency
caseworkers access to the educational
records of foster children. This is an
important bill that will help improve
the quality of education for children in
foster care.
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In 2008, Congress passed the Fos-
tering Connections to Success and In-
creasing Adoptions Act, which tasked
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child welfare agencies with ensuring
that children in foster care are enrolled
in school. In carrying out this impor-
tant mission, agencies are required to
consider educational stability when
identifying foster care placements and
coordinate with local school districts
to ensure that young people stay in
their current school when placed in fos-
ter care or are immediately enrolled in
a new school if that is in their best in-
terest.

Over the last 4 years, student privacy
law has made it difficult to properly
implement the educational stability
provisions of the Fostering Connec-
tions law. For example, child welfare
agents are unable to access student
education records in a timely manner,
if at all, to properly monitor student
progress and coursework, or to get stu-
dents enrolled in the proper courses if
a transfer of schools is necessary.

The Uninterrupted Scholars Act will
correct these challenges. By allowing
direct—and limited—access to the edu-
cation records of foster kids, case-
workers can follow the students’ edu-
cation in a timely manner and help en-
sure greater success in school.

The Committee on Education and the
Workforce—and this Congress—under-
stands the importance of maintaining
strong student privacy protections and
supports the provisions included in
FERPA. It is our responsibility to en-
sure a student’s personal information,
such as academic progress, placement
or disciplinary records, is not shared
with anyone other than officials di-
rectly involved in the student’s edu-
cation.

For children in foster care, child wel-
fare agents have a responsibility to
look out for the education of their stu-
dents and have a direct need to have
access to these important records. The
bill before us today narrowly grants
caseworkers access to these important
records.

Mr. Speaker, S. 3472 is a narrow, but
critical, step in helping children in fos-
ter care receive a better education. I
urge my colleagues to support this bill
and reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this bipartisan legislation to help
foster children succeed in school.

The Uninterrupted Scholars Act will
make a real and immediate difference
in the lives of foster children across
this country.

I want to thank Congresswoman
BAss and Senator LANDRIEU for their
support of this legislation, the Senate
for sending this legislation back to the
House, Chairman ROE for managing
this on the floor, and Chairman KLINE
for agreeing to have this legislation
come to the House today.

In thanking Congresswoman BASS, I
want to recognize her not only as the
author of this legislation, but for her
leadership both here in Washington and
in the State legislature in our State of
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California when she served there on be-
half of these young people to make
sure that they would have a better op-
portunity at success.

Foster children are some of the most
at-risk students. As a group, they miss
more school than their peers, are more
likely to drop out, and take longer to
finish when they do graduate. Through-
out their young lives, they may change
care placements multiple times. Each
placement means adjusting to a new
family and often a new community,
new friends, and a new school.

Each move can put their educational
success in jeopardy. That’s because the
caseworkers who advocate for them as
they move from one school to another
often do so without critical informa-
tion. Though current law rightly re-
quires foster care caseworkers to in-
clude children’s education records in
their case plans, another Federal law
limits the ability of caseworkers to ac-
cess those records in a timely manner.

Without access to a foster child’s
school records, caseworkers are limited
in their ability to advocate for the
child’s educational needs, especially as
they move from one school to another
or from one family to another. Without
these records, caseworkers don’t have
the necessary information to make im-
portant and informed decisions about
placement, wraparound services, and
credit transfers among schools. That
means that those vulnerable children
do not get the services that they need.
This red tape creates unnecessary hur-
dles for educational successes for many
foster children. And if there’s one thing
foster children don’t need in life, it’s
additional hurdles to jump. They have
plenty of hurdles confronting them
every day as they try to succeed within
the system.

This legislation before us today
makes narrow changes to FERPA to
allow foster care caseworkers to do a
better job on behalf of these young peo-
ple. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I have no
speakers at this time. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
With that, I yield 5 minutes to Con-
gresswoman BASS of California, one of
the authors of this legislation, and
again thank her for her advocacy on
behalf of foster children and foster
families.

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in strong support of S. 3472,
the Uninterrupted Scholars Act, a bill
that will help foster children achieve
educational success.

First, I want to thank Chairman
KLINE and Ranking Member MILLER for
their support of this bill and their on-
going dedication to improving out-
comes for foster youth throughout the
Nation. I would also like to extend my
sincere appreciation and respect to
Senator LANDRIEU. I am proud to work
alongside the Senator, who is a tireless
advocate for foster youth and families
both domestic and worldwide.
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Throughout 2012, the Congressional
Caucus on Foster Youth has traveled
the country and visited five States on
a nationwide listening tour. We heard
from youth, families, and community
leaders about the best practices and
challenges facing the child welfare sys-
tem.

In Miami, Florida, at the invitation
of Congress Members ALCEE HASTINGS
and FREDERICA WILSON, we learned
about a commonsense, no-cost legisla-
tive fix that would have a significant
and positive impact on hundreds of
thousands of foster children across the
country.

After we returned to Washington, I
joined my fellow cochairs of the con-
gressional caucus—Representatives
MARINO, MCDERMOTT, BACHMANN, and a
number of other members of the cau-
cus—to introduce the bipartisan Unin-
terrupted Scholars Act. This bill will
address the concerns raised in Florida
by providing youth with the support
they need to avoid problems like inap-
propriate course placement and lost
credits upon changing schools. Specifi-
cally, it will simply allow caseworkers
to access transcripts for foster youth
while maintaining important privacy
protections.

Children in foster care are among the
most educationally at-risk of all stu-
dent populations. Because of the abuse
and neglect foster youth have experi-
enced in their young lives, they often
face physical and emotional challenges
that interfere with their learning and
negatively impact their educational
outcomes. For example, the average
child in foster care goes to three to five
high schools.

Existing Federal law requires that
child welfare agencies include edu-
cational records in their case plan and
work with school districts to improve
the educational experiences and out-
comes for children in foster care. How-
ever, the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act, or FERPA, uninten-
tionally creates a harmful barrier that
prevents child welfare caseworkers
from being able to quickly access
school records necessary to help meet
the educational needs of students in
foster care. This can lead to significant
delays that contribute to inappropriate
class placements, enrollment delays,
repeated classes, delayed graduation,
and even dropouts.

The story of young Jasmine is an ex-
ample of stories we heard during the
listening tour. When Jasmine was
placed in foster care on an emergency
basis, her mother’s whereabouts were
unknown and the child welfare agency
caseworker was unable to obtain con-
sent from any parent. Without timely
access to the child’s education records,
the caseworker could not evaluate
whether it would be in Jasmine’s best
interest to remain in the same school.
Jasmine moved to a new school, which
had different graduation requirements.
She received no credits for her
coursework from the prior school and
had to repeat some of the same classes.
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She fell a full year behind and eventu-
ally dropped out of the school.

In my district, the Los Angeles De-
partment of Children and Family Serv-
ices is currently responsible for the
placement and care of over 15,000 foster
youth. The sheer size of this youth pop-
ulation—larger than most States—as
well as the 82 different school districts
within L.A. County, make it particu-
larly challenging to proactively ad-
dress student needs without direct ac-
cess to educational records.

Another example from the listening
tour when we were in L.A. is Vanessa,
a fifth grader who has a similar story.
She was transferred from L.A. Unified
to another school district over 50 miles
away while relocating to a new foster
home. Her records did not follow.
Therefore, she was placed in a fourth
grade classroom, a full grade level
below her actual skill level and age.
She consistently cried at meetings
with teachers. She eventually advo-
cated for herself and her classes were
transferred, but in the meantime she
missed 2 months of fifth grade. The Un-
interrupted Scholars Act would help
avoid situations faced by young Jas-
mine and Vanessa by allowing child
welfare caseworkers, who have the
legal responsibility for a foster child’s
care and welfare, timely access to their
educational records.
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At the same time, this bill protects
and preserves the educational privacy
rights of students and parents that we
all want to safeguard. In the words of
Mary Cagle, the director of Liegal Serv-
ices at the Florida Department of Chil-
dren and Families, this bill “‘fixes an
existing conflict in Federal law. It’s so
simple, so easy, so clear.”

The Uninterrupted Scholars Act is
endorsed by dozens of nationwide orga-
nizations, including the National Fos-
ter Parent Association, the National
School Boards Association, the Child
Welfare League of America, and many
others. Today I stand with my bipar-
tisan, bicameral colleagues in the Con-
gressional Caucus on Foster Youth to
ask for your support, as well.

We have a responsibility to foster
youth, children whom we have removed
from their parents’ care, youth whom
we promised to keep safe and help to
succeed. The Uninterrupted Scholars
Act will help us keep this promise.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 4 minutes to the gentleman
from Washington, Congressman
MCDERMOTT, a strong supporter of this
legislation and an advocate on behalf
of foster children.

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to endorse the
amendments to S. 3472. But in talking
about this, I want to talk about the
process by which we got here. Nothing
ever goes as fast in the House of Rep-
resentatives as we want it to. And I
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want to commend my colleague, the
ranking member on the Education
committee, GEORGE MILLER, for his
historic leadership on child welfare
issues. He got here in the ’70s, and
there was nobody looking after kids.
Nobody. There was no focus anyplace
in the Congress. So he took it on. He
had hearings and hearings and hearings
and hearings. And that brought about
the bill that passed in 1980. It was
called the Adoption Assistance and
Child Welfare Act of 1980.

Now when I got here as a child psy-
chiatrist, I looked around and saw
there was some stuff to do, and I wrote
the Fostering Connections Act, which I
authored and passed in the 2008 Con-
gress with strong bipartisan support
with the intent of improving the lives
of kids in foster care. We continued to
look for a way to make this system
really function. And through the 1980
act, the law gave the power to shift re-
sources from temporary out-of-home
care toward either providing services
to a child or his or her family or find-
ing other permanent adoptive homes.

One of the key provisions of the Fos-
tering Connections Act was to better
provide for educational stability. What
we found was that kids constantly were
moved, their records were lost, and
there were long delays. And the single
thing that gives them a real chance to
make it in society, that is, an edu-
cation, was being denied by the bu-
reaucracy that sort of thought, well,
this is just, we’ll get the records there
when we get the records there.

So it’s fitting that the ranking mem-
ber on the Education and Workforce
Committee is here to help guide this
current legislation making it easier for
foster kids to succeed academically
through the House today.

Why is education important? Well, if
you go to the same school, you know
the people, you find a teacher, you find
a teacher who might be interested in
you when a parent wasn’t interested in
you, or you had no one else in the
world that was interested in you, but
you found a teacher, and that’s what
the educational system has done to
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of
foster kids.

Now, we thought, well, we’ll just
write into Fostering Connections a
change in Federal policy which would
make sure that youth maintain some
kind of continuity within their school
when they’re forced to move from
home to home.

It says that a State welfare agency
must coordinate with educational
agencies to ensure that a child remains
in the school in which he or she is en-
rolled at the time of placement. If re-
maining in the child’s school of origin
is not in his or her best interest, that
State must ensure the child is imme-
diately enrolled in a new school with-
out waiting weeks or months for paper-
work.

Now, with Fostering Connections, it
seems like a simple thing to say that
kids ought to continue in the same
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school. As with any law we pass, there
is always this implementation period.
As a result, it has taken us several
years to figure out the problems and
the barriers to successfully imple-
menting this particular provision.
Many teachers and school administra-
tors are still unaware of these provi-
sions. Many schools lack any coordi-
nator or coordinating entity to facili-
tate cross-agency collaboration to
serve the best interests of the child.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield the gentleman an additional 1
minute.

Mr. McDERMOTT. In addition, we
have evidence that the Family Edu-
cation Rights and Privacy Act cur-
rently hinders child welfare agencies in
their efforts to meet the educational
needs of kids in their care. Child wel-
fare agencies have difficulty in obtain-
ing the school records of foster Kkids.
Students miss school for long periods
of time waiting for school records to be
transferred.

We know that education is a pre-
dictor for future adult success. Yet too
many children and foster youth are un-
able to get this start because of the
barriers in our system. This piece of
legislation is an attempt to break down
those barriers and make it work more
smoothly.

The passage of the Uninterrupted
Scholars Act will help ensure that
needed coordination and help to ensure
foster care youth succeed academi-
cally. This bill will have enormous
positive impact for thousands of chil-
dren in the foster care system. I en-
courage my colleagues to support it.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I want to thank the gentleman from
Washington for his leadership.

I would like to yield 4 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. I want
to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia both for his longstanding leader-
ship and the history of his emphasis on
how important our children are.

As a founder and chair of the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus, I'm de-
lighted to have joined with my col-
league, Congresswoman BASS, and var-
ious cochairs of the Foster Care Caucus
on the bipartisan legislation that the
Uninterrupted Scholars Act is, and the
bicameral legislation, and to also add
appreciation to Chairman KLINE of
Minnesota and to Senator LANDRIEU for
her leadership and partnership. I know
of her great interest on the issues of
both domestic adoption and inter-
national adoption.

Certainly, unfortunately, the system
of foster care has many times, when it
has not been intended to, been, if you
will, a place of hopelessness. This legis-
lation wants to provide a lifeline to
foster care children, particularly as
they approach adolescence and high
school and going on to college, so that
they can be taken out of the abyss of
hopelessness.

The
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I've had the opportunity, of course,
to be able to meet with foster care chil-
dren both in my district and here when
they’ve lobbied on the Hill, and their
stories are both of passion and commit-
ment to having a future, a commit-
ment to serving the Nation, a commit-
ment to making a difference. Why
shouldn’t they have the opportunity to
make a difference? Why can’t they be
considered just like those who have dif-
ferent lifestyles, if you will, in terms of
a family situation?

So this legislation says that they
should have, as well, that kind of or-
derliness. And if their orderliness
comes through a social worker or a
caseworker who will have access to
their records to be able to plan for
them the best format, whether it is to
remain in a school, to transfer to a
school, when they cannot access that
natural parent or any other relative
that would stand in for that child.
There’s nothing more, if you will, des-
perate and disappointing than to be
able to find a child that has no hope,
no one to turn to, and really wants to
do, wants to accomplish, wants to
graduate from high school.

So I believe that the Uninterrupted
Scholars Act is a very important provi-
sion that reflects the laws that have
been passed dealing with privacy as it
relates to records of children in post-
secondary school and the protection of
those school records. This, in par-
ticular, allows, let me say, an excep-
tion to release the student’s education
records to a caseworker, State or local
child welfare representative, or tribal
organization that has a right to access
that student’s case plans. Again, that
helps those students be able to have a
lifeline.
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Just a week or so ago, there was an
article in The New York Times on
three young people from Galveston,
Texas. They were not necessarily foster
care children, but it is indicative of
what happens to children of less means.
Part of their lack of success was their
inability to access the Internet, to get
timely notices that they were supposed
to apply for a scholarship, to have
their parents know that they were sup-
posed to modify their income sheet.

If you can imagine, we just went
through Hurricane Ike, and this one
child’s parents had received aid
through Hurricane Ike. Well, they were
told that they didn’t meet the scholar-
ship standards because they made too
much money, and they didn’t modify it
to say that it wasn’t money that we
made; it was aid because we were vic-
tims of Hurricane Ike.

This is similar to what happens to
foster care children, and I am very de-
lighted that we have legislation that is
common sense and that we can at-
tribute to the Foster Care Caucus,
which we work closely with as a Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus.

I want to thank Mr. MILLER and Mr.
KLINE for their dedication and commit-
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ment to the Nation’s children. They
are, in fact, a precious resource, and
the Uninterrupted Scholars Act is one
element of saying that they are impor-
tant to us.

Let me again thank Congresswoman
BAsS and Senator LANDRIEU for their
leadership, as well.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I continue to
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

The care and concern for foster chil-
dren has been a bit of a relay race for
myself back in the late seventies and
eighties, to Senator Russell Long, to
former Congressman Tom Downey,
former Majority Leader Tom DeLay, to
Senator LANDRIEU, now KAREN BASS
from my State of California, and Con-
gressman MCDERMOTT before her.

We’ve tried to make sure that these
young people, with a lot of chaos in
their life, far beyond any of their own
doing, have a chance to succeed. Clear-
ly, the best chance to succeed is to see
that they get a good education and an
opportunity to participate in American
society and in America’s economy.
This act, the Uninterrupted Scholars
Act, goes a long way toward helping
their advocates make sure that they
get the best shot at the best education.

So I want to thank all the supporters
of this legislation, Congressman ROE
and Congressman KLINE, for their sup-
port and their willingness to bring it to
the floor of the House so we can send it
to the President of the United States.

Just before I conclude my remarks,
Mr. Speaker, I want to take a moment
to recognize a cherished member of my
staff who will be leaving the com-
mittee at the beginning of January.

Ruth Friedman began her career with
me as a fellow in my personal office
more than a decade ago. Because of her
hard work and dedication and unparal-
leled expertise, she rose to become my
education policy director on the com-
mittee.

Ruth holds a Ph.D. in clinical psy-
chology and is one of the foremost ex-
perts in early childhood policy. I can
tell you that the children of this coun-
try benefited every day from her work
on the Education Committee.

Ruth has spent her career fighting
for the most wvulnerable children on
issues like child welfare, juvenile jus-
tice, early learning, child care, child
abuse prevention and treatment. She
has worked on countless pieces of legis-
lation successfully, including today’s
bill, and was instrumental is passing
the 2007 Head Start Reauthorization
Act.

I want to thank Ruth for her extraor-
dinary service to me, to the com-
mittee, to the Nation, and to the Na-
tion’s children. Her advice and counsel
have been invaluable, and she will be
sorely missed, but we know that she
has great accomplishments ahead of
her.

Ruth, I want to wish you, Pete, and
Dylan all of the best. Thank you so
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much for all of your service to our
committee on both sides of the aisle,
and certainly to this Nation’s children.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to support this legislation,
thank Congressman ROE for managing
this bill on the floor, and I yield back
the balance of my time

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

I wish to conclude by saying, Ruth,
congratulations, and thank you for all
the hard work that you have done for
both sides of the aisle and for the work
you’ve done for the children of this Na-
tion.

I also want to thank Senator LAN-
DRIEU and Congresswoman BASS, who is
my next-door neighbor in the Cannon
Office Building, and Ranking Member
MILLER for the work you’ve done for
many decades for the children of this
country, and Chairman KLINE.

I will conclude by just saying I'm
proud to sponsor the Uninterrupted
Scholars Act, and I urge my colleagues
a ‘“‘yes’ vote.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 3472.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——

FOREIGN AND ECONOMIC ESPIO-
NAGE PENALTY ENHANCEMENT
ACT OF 2012

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendment to the bill
(H.R. 6029) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide for increased
penalties for foreign and economic es-
pionage, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Foreign and
Economic Espionage Penalty Enhancement Act
of 2012”.

SEC. 2. PROTECTING U.S. BUSINESSES FROM FOR-
EIGN ESPIONAGE.

(a)FOR OFFENSES COMMITTED BY INDIVID-
UALS.—Section 1831(a) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended, in the matter after paragraph
(5), by striking ‘‘not more than $500,000°’ and in-
serting ‘‘not more than $5,000,000’.

(b)FOR OFFENSES COMMITTED BY ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—Section 1831(b) of such title is amended
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by striking ‘“‘not more than $10,000,000 and in-
serting ‘“not more than the greater of $10,000,000
or 3 times the value of the stolen trade secret to
the organization, including exrpenses for re-
search and design and other costs of reproduc-
ing the trade secret that the organization has
thereby avoided’’.

SEC. 3. REVIEW BY THE UNITED STATES SEN-

TENCING COMMISSION.

(a)IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to its authority
under section 994(p) of title 28, United States
Code, the United States Sentencing Commission
shall review and, if appropriate, amend the Fed-
eral sentencing guidelines and policy statements
applicable to persons convicted of offenses relat-
ing to the transmission or attempted trans-
mission of a stolen trade secret outside of the
United States or economic espionage, in order to
reflect the intent of Congress that penalties for
such offenses under the Federal sentencing
guidelines and policy statements appropriately,
reflect the seriousness of these offenses, account
for the potential and actual harm caused by
these offenses, and provide adequate deterrence
against such offenses.

(b)REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the United States Sentencing Commission
shall—

(1) consider the extent to which the Federal
sentencing guidelines and policy statements ap-
propriately account for the simple misappropria-
tion of a trade secret, including the sufficiency
of the existing enhancement for these offenses to
address the seriousness of this conduct;

(2) consider whether additional enhancements
in the Federal sentencing guidelines and policy
statements are appropriate to account for—

(A) the transmission or attempted trans-
mission of a stolen trade secret outside of the
United States; and

(B) the transmission or attempted trans-
mission of a stolen trade secret outside of the
United States that is committed or attempted to
be committed for the benefit of a foreign govern-
ment, foreign instrumentality, or foreign agent;

(3) ensure the Federal sentencing guidelines
and policy statements reflect the seriousness of
these offenses and the need to deter such con-
duct;

(4) ensure reasonable consistency with other
relevant directives, Federal sentencing guide-
lines and policy statements, and related Federal
statutes;

(5) make any necessary conforming changes to
the Federal sentencing guidelines and policy
statements; and

(6) ensure that the Federal sentencing guide-
lines adequately meet the purposes of sentencing
as set forth in section 3553(a)(2) of title 18,
United States Code.

(c)CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the review
required wunder this section, the Commission
shall consult with individuals or groups rep-
resenting law enforcement, owners of trade se-
crets, victims of economic espionage offenses,
the United States Department of Justice, the
United States Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the United States Department of State and
the Office of the United States Trade Represent-
ative.

(d)REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Commission
shall complete its consideration and review
under this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
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marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the matter currently under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

First of all, I want to thank Judici-
ary Committee Chairman-elect BOB
GOODLATTE, Ranking Member JOHN
CONYERS, and IP Subcommittee Rank-
ing Member MEL WATT for their work
on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, the Foreign and Eco-
nomic Espionage Penalty Enhance-
ment Act of 2012 deters and pushes
criminals who target U.S. economic
and security interests on behalf of for-
eign interests.

In a dynamic and globally connected
information economy, the protection of
intangible assets is vital, not only to
the success of individual enterprises,
but also to the future of entire indus-
tries.

In recent years, cybercriminals have
shifted from the theft of personal infor-
mation such as credit cards and Social
Security numbers to the theft of cor-
porate intellectual capital.

Our intelligence community has
warned us that foreign interests place
a high priority on acquiring sensitive
U.S. economic information and tech-
nologies. In the U.S., the Economic Es-
pionage Act serves as a primary tool
the Federal Government uses to pro-
tect secret, valuable commercial infor-
mation from theft.

Our intelligence community declares
that there is a ‘‘significant and grow-
ing threat to our Nation’s prosperity
and security’ posed by criminals both
inside and outside our borders who
commit espionage. Congress should
also recognize and confront this in-
creasing threat by adjusting our pen-
alties so that we can enhance deter-
rents and provide appropriate punish-
ments for those criminals who know-
ingly target our companies for espio-
nage.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
6029 as it was amended by the Senate.
The original bill was developed in a bi-
partisan manner and was unanimously
reported by both the Judiciary Com-
mittee and this House. This is a com-
monsense and much-needed measure
that deserves our full support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

| want to thank Judiciary Committee Chair-
man-Elect BoB GOODLATTE, Ranking Member
JOHN CONYERS and IP Subcommittee Ranking
Member MEL WATT for their work on this bill.
It has been a privilege to serve with them dur-
ing my tenure as Chairman and Ranking
Member of the Judiciary Committee.

| look forward to continuing to explore areas
where we can work together in the 113th Con-
gress.

Mr. Speaker, the Foreign and Economic Es-
pionage Penalty Enhancement Act of 2012 de-
ters and punishes criminals who target U.S.
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economic and security interests on behalf of
foreign interests.

In a dynamic and globally-connected infor-
mation economy, the protection of intangible
assets is vital not only to the success of indi-
vidual enterprises but also to the future of en-
tire industries.

A global study released last year by
McAfee, the world’s largest security tech-
nology company, and Science Applications
International Corporation, concluded that cor-
porate trade secrets and other sensitive intel-
lectual capital are the newest “currency” of
cybercriminals.

In recent years, cybercriminals have shifted
from the theft of personal information such as
credit cards and social security numbers to the
theft of corporate intellectual capital.

Our intelligence community has warned us
that foreign interests place a high priority on
acquiring sensitive U.S. economic information
and technologies.

We know that some individuals intentionally
and persistently seek out U.S. information and
trade secrets. The most recent report from the
Office of the National Counterintelligence Ex-
ecutive specifically cited Chinese as ‘“the
world’s most active and persistent perpetrators
of economic espionage.”

The report also described Russia’s intel-
ligence services as responsible for “con-
ducting a range of activities to collect eco-
nomic information and technology from US tar-
gets.”

In the U.S., the Economic Espionage Act
(EEA) serves as the primary tool the federal
government uses to protect secret, valuable
commercial information from theft.

On December 18, the House passed S.
3642, an important bill that clarifies the scope
of protectable trade secrets.

Since enacting the EEA in 1996, Congress
has not adjusted its penalties to take into ac-
count the increasing importance of intellectual
property to the economic and national security
of the U.S.

H.R. 6029, which the House unanimously
passed this summer, increases the maximum
penalties for an individual convicted of com-
mitting espionage on behalf of a foreign entity.

The bill the House passed increases the
maximum penalty from 15 to 20 years impris-
onment and increases the maximum fine from
$500,000 to $5 million.

Several Senators wanted to give further
consideration to the proposed statutory max-
imum increase from 15 to 20 years imprison-
ment.

The Senate amended H.R. 6029 by deleting
this single provision. They then passed it
unanimously on December 19, so that we may
act again and send this bill directly to the desk
of the President.

| thank Senators LEE and PAUL along with
Senators LEAHY, KOHL and GRASSLEY for help-
ing to resolve concerns and advancing this
measure.

Our Intelligence community declares that
there is a “significant and growing threat to
[our] nation’s prosperity and security” posed
by criminals—both inside and outside our bor-
ders—who commit espionage.

Congress should also recognize and con-
front this increasing threat by adjusting our
penalties so that we may enhance deterrence
and provide appropriate punishments for those
criminals who knowingly target our companies
for espionage.
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| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 6029
as it was amended by the Senate. The original
bill was developed in a bipartisan manner and
was unanimously reported by both the Judici-
ary Committee and this House. This is a com-
mon sense and much-needed measure that
deserves our full support.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Senate amendment to H.R. 6029, the
Foreign and Economic Espionage Pen-
alty Enhancement Act of 2012. The
House passed this legislation by voice
vote in August, and the Senate re-
cently passed a bill with amendment
by unanimous consent.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6029 will increase
the maximum fines that may be im-
posed for engaging in the Federal of-
fense of economic espionage. The crime
of economic espionage consists of
knowingly misappropriating trade se-
crets with the intent or knowledge
that the offense will benefit a foreign
government.

As reported by the U.S. intellectual
property enforcement coordinator, eco-
nomic espionage is a serious threat to
American businesses by foreign govern-
ments.
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Economic espionage represents a sig-
nificant cost to victim companies and
threatens the economic security of the
United States. This crime inflicts costs
on companies, such as the loss of
unique intellectual property, the loss
of expenditures related to research and
development, and the loss of future
revenues and profits. Many companies
are unaware when their sensitive data
is pilfered, and those that find out are
often reluctant to report the losses,
fearing potential damage to their rep-
utations with investors, customers,
and employees.

The pace of the foreign collection of
economic information and industrial
espionage activities against major
United States corporations is accel-
erating. For example, in fiscal year
2011, the Justice Department and the
FBI saw an increase of 29 percent in
economic espionage and trade secret
theft investigations compared to those
in fiscal year 2010.

Details related to recent Federal in-
vestigations and prosecutions suggest
that economic espionage and trade se-
cret theft on behalf of companies lo-
cated in China is an emerging trend.
For example, at least 34 companies
were reportedly victimized by a set of
attacks originating in China in 2010. In
the attacks, computer viruses were
spread via emails to corporate employ-
ees, allowing the attackers to have ac-
cess to emails and sensitive documents.

Foreign hackers constantly target
U.S. companies in such ways in order
to get every piece of competitive intel-
ligence information they can. We sim-
ply cannot allow this to continue to
happen. In response to this growing
threat, in her 2011 annual report, the
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U.S. Intellectual Property Coordinator
called upon Congress to increase the
penalties for economic espionage, and
this bill is consistent with that rec-
ommendation.

I would like to commend Members on
both sides of the aisle for their work on
this bill, particularly the gentleman
from Texas, the chair of the com-
mittee, Mr. SMITH; the ranking mem-
ber, the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS); the incoming chair of the
Judiciary Committee, my colleague
from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE); and
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. WATT), who all worked very dili-
gently on this bill. I also want to rec-
ognize the Ileadership of Senator
LEAHY.

I urge my colleagues to support the
Senate amendment to H.R. 6029, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
concur in the Senate amendment to
the bill, H.R. 6029.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I object to the vote on the ground that
a quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

CORRECTING AND IMPROVING THE
LEAHY-SMITH AMERICA INVENTS
ACT

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendment to the bill
(H.R. 6621) to correct and improve cer-
tain provisions of the Leahy-Smith
America Invents Act and title 35,
United States Code.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

(a) ADVICE OF COUNSEL.—Notwithstanding
section 35 of the Leahy-Smith America Invents
Act (35 U.S.C. 1 note), section 298 of title 35,
United States Code, shall apply to any civil ac-
tion commenced on or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM FOR COVERED
BUSINESS METHOD PATENTS.—Section 18 of the
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act (35 U.S.C. 321
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)(C)((i), by striking ‘‘of
such title’’ the second place it appears; and

(2) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘sub-
section’’ and inserting ‘‘section’’.

(c) JOINDER OF PARTIES.—Section 299(a) of
title 35, United States Code, is amended in the
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matter preceding paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘or
counterclaim defendants only if”’ and inserting
“only if”’.

(d) DEAD ZONES.—

(1) INTER PARTES REVIEW.—Section 311(c) of
title 35, United States Code, shall not apply to
a petition to institute an inter partes review of
a patent that is not a patent described in section
3(n)(1) of the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act
(35 U.S.C. 100 note).

(2) REISSUE.—Section 311(c)(1) of title 35,
United States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘or
issuance of a reissue of a patent’’.

(e) CORRECT INVENTOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 135(e) of title 35,
United States Code, as amended by section 3(i)
of the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act, is
amended by striking ‘‘correct inventors’’ and in-
serting ‘‘correct inventor’’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by paragraph (1) shall be effective as if included
in the amendment made by section 3(i) of the
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act.

(f) INVENTOR’S OATH OR DECLARATION.—Sec-
tion 115 of title 35, United States Code, as
amended by section 4 of the Leahy-Smith Amer-
ica Invents Act, is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (f) and inserting the
following:

‘““(f) TIME FOR FILING.—The applicant for pat-
ent shall provide each required oath or declara-
tion under subsection (a), substitute statement
under subsection (d), or recorded assignment
meeting the requirements of subsection (e) no
later than the date on which the issue fee for
the patent is paid.’’; and

(2) in subsection (g)(1), by striking
claims’ and inserting ‘‘that claims’’.

(9) TRAVEL EXPENSES AND PAYMENT OF AD-
MINISTRATIVE JUDGES.—Notwithstanding section
35 of the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act (35
U.S.C. 1 note), the amendments made by section
21 of the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act
(Public Law 112-29; 125 Stat. 335) shall be effec-
tive as of September 16, 2011.

(h) PATENT TERM ADJUSTMENTS.—Section
154(b) of title 35, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)()(II), by striking
“on which an international application fulfilled
the requirements of section 371 of this title’’ and
inserting ‘‘of commencement of the national
stage under section 371 in an international ap-
plication’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘the application in
the United States’ and inserting ‘‘the applica-
tion under section 111(a) in the United States
or, in the case of an international application,
the date of commencement of the national stage
under section 371 in the international applica-
tion”’;

(2) in paragraph (3)(B)(i), by striking ‘“‘with
the written notice of allowance of the applica-
tion under section 151"’ and inserting ‘‘no later
than the date of issuance of the patent’’; and

(3) in paragraph (4)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘a determination made by the
Directo